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Ex Libris Presentations

ELA is interested in providing resources for retirees and current library workers to share and learn
through its conferences and events programs. Since 1986, ELA has organized talks, round-table
discussions, webinars, conference addresses, and lectures. Some of these presentations have been
recorded by video, audio, or PowerPoint format, saved as portable document files (PDF), or
transcribed as regular web pages. While not every event has been captured for the ELA website, a
selection of presentations is included below.

2002 — Panel Discussion: Is Librarianship Headed for Oblivion?

One of ELA's more thought-provoking programs took place in 2002. There are always new trends in
Library and Information Science (LIS), but in 2002, the need to change and adapt for library workers
seemed undeniably clear. To provide more context, ELA invited six well-known panellists to discuss
the issue with its members on November 4th, 2002. The proceedings of this meeting, Is
Librarianship Headed for Oblivion?, are available at this page.

2010 — Storytelling and Children's Library Work

Ken Setterington spoke about his career as a children's librarian at Toronto Public Library and his
passion for children's storytelling at the ELA annual meeting in 2010. His entire talk was recorded and
is available here at this page.

Mariella Bertelli, a children's librarian with the Toronto Public Library, also spoke at the 2010 ELA
meeting. ELA recorded her speech. It is available at this page.

Shirley Lewis Speaks about the Older Women's Network in Toronto and Her Volunteer
Work in Ethiopia

ELA member, Shirley Lewis, spoke to members in 2010 about the Older Women's Network in Toronto,
formed in 1986 to provide a voice for the concerns of women aged 55 and older. She also talked
about her experience as a volunteer in Ethiopia. Her short talks can be viewed at this page.

Jean Weihs: Working after Retirement!

Jean Weihs, whose remarkable career is outlined in an ELA biography, Jean Riddle Weihs, spoke on the
possibilities for temporary paid employment in the retirement years, such as teaching, writing,
indexing, cataloguing small collections, and acting as a consultant. Her recorded topic was uploaded
to YouTube and is approximately fifteen minutes in length.
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2022 — Archives and Truth and Reconciliation

Lisa Glandt (MAS, University of British Columbia, 2001) spoke via Zoom to ELA members on November
7, 2022, about how archives are working towards Truth and Reconciliation calls to action in relation to
archival practice in British Columbia. She has worked in many archival and records management
organizations: municipal governments, academic institutions, museums, and the private sector. Lisa
has been an Education and Advisory Services Coordinator for the Archives Association of British
Columbia. In this role, she organizes workshops and webinars, teaches distance education courses,
conducts site visits, and supplies guidance to archives and archivists. Her presentation is available as
a PDF at this link.

2022 — Censorship Threats in Canadian School Libraries

In November 2022, Richard Beaudry spoke to the Ex Libris Association annual meeting via Zoom
about the censorship of materials in Canadian libraries and current threats to intellectual freedom. He
is a Librarian and an Information Specialist who has worked as a teacher-librarian and taught in the
Teacher Librarianship Diploma Program at the University of British Columbia. In 2016, he received the
Canadian Library Association Award for the Advancement of Intellectual Freedom in Canada. He
served as chair of the Canadian Federation of Library Associations/Fédération canadienne des
associations de bibliotheques Intellectual Freedom Committee before he stepped down in 2022. His
presentation is available on YouTube.
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2023 — The State of Intellectual Freedom and Canadian Libraries

Richard Ellis, librarian emeritus at Memorial University, St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, spoke
via Zoom about the current situation libraries face on the intellectual freedom front in Canada.
Richard is a long-time member of ELA and served as University Librarian at Memorial before his
retirement in 2007. He has been a member of the Intellectual Freedom Committee of the Canadian
Federation of Library Associations-Fédération canadienne des associations de bibliotheques and
keeps abreast of new developments in IF. His PowerPoint presentation (converted to the PDF) on the
current state of intellectual freedom and Canadian libraries is available for download at this link.

2023 — Kayla Lar-Son speaks on Indigenous Data, Knowledge and Cultural Sovereignty
Related to Libraries

Kayla Lar-Son's webinar was arranged by the Ex Libris Association and presented to members on
Monday, October 24, 2023. Kayla is the Indigenous Programs and Services Librarian for the Xwi7xwa
Library at the University of British Columbia. The presentation is approximately fifty minutes in length.
and can be expanded to be played in picture-in-picture mode or full screen at the following URL:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fRyy4ucfGE

2024 — Guy Robertson speaks on Disaster Planning for Libraries

Guy's 45-minute webinar on June 18th 2024, covered a broad range of risks involved with future
planning for natural disasters, human-caused problems, technological accidents, security breaches
and threats, as well as organizational difficulties. His survey highlights the need for planning to
mitigate risks and ensure staff preparedness in the event of an unexpected threat. An audio of his talk
and more information about Guy are available at this page.
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2025 — Michelle Arbuckle and Lily Kwok speak on the Ontario campaign, Save Our School
Libraries.

The new funding model adopted by the Ministry of Education has eliminated protected funding for
school libraries and library staff. Consequently, OLA Executive Director, Michelle Arbuckle and Lily
Kwok, the Advocacy & Research Officer for OLA, have launched a campaign to establish a defined
allocation for all school libraries and staffing funding and restore the annual reporting and
accountability requirements for school libraries. The PowerPoint presentation is available at this link
as a PDF.

2025 — Michael Dudley speaks on Public Libraries, City Planning, and Pluralism:
Redefining Library Neutrality

Librarianship in the 21st Century has become increasingly fraught with controversies and conflict over
collections and spaces, with competing factions within their user communities protesting or
championing particular books or events. Michael Dudley introduces major theories of city planning
that can better support librarianship in the public interest and within pluralist societies. The
presentation will first explain the many commonalities between librarianship and planning before
setting out and applying the ways in which planning theory can enrich library practice in challenging
times by better defining the oft-debated concept of library neutrality and its different value meanings.

Michael Dudley is a Librarian at the University of Winnipeg responsible for outreach to international
students, students with disabilities, and other campus stakeholder groups, and currently sits on the
CFLA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee. He is the author of the 2023 book The Shakespeare
Authorship Question and Philosophy: Knowledge, Rhetoric, Identity from Cambridge Scholars
Publishing, and blogs at Heterodoxy in the Stacks. Click on the video for playback (about 45 minutes)
or the PDF to view the PowerPoint slides used in the presentation. The presentation is at this link

2025 — Heather Turnbull Speaks on Library Violence and Safety

Heather Turnbull of PAVE Prevention (Proactive Anti-Violence Education) examines the current
landscape of problem behaviours in Canadian libraries and the United States. She offers effective
practices for mitigating disruptive or threatening incidents in libraries. Emphasis is placed on an
innovative, trauma-informed approach to prevention that measurably improves staff resiliency for
physical, emotional and psychological safety. Her presentation discusses how public libraries can
provide safer environments for staff and patrons while protecting their privacy and maintaining open,
accessible and welcoming spaces. Heather’s experience as a strategic planning facilitator, career
advancement advisor, and learning and development professional spans over 25 years and multiple
sectors, such as financial services and management consulting. Her presentation is at this link. Also, a
PDF of the webinar is also availabe at this link.

2026 — Peter Julian Speaks on Mis/Disinformation, its Toxic Impacts, and How to Fight
Back

On June 10th, the former New Democratic Party Member of Parliament, Peter Julian, addressed the
issues involved in mis/disinformation by detailing the sources and distribution of false information
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promoted through the web giants and social media platforms. Peter flagged the many documented
issues that result in manipulation of information. It can be quite harmful because it is deliberately
designed to deceive and exploit emotions. It threatens societies by undermining public health,
destabilizing democratic institutions, fuelling social polarization, and eroding public trust in essential
facts. His webinar is here
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