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cGill University is celebrating 100 years of
Canadian education for
library and information studies in
2004.

The McGill Library School was
begun as a summer program in
1904 by Charles Gould, university
librarian. With the financial assistance of the Carnegie
Corporation, the school introduced a sessional program in
1927, and a graduate program
offering a BLS in 1930. In 1965,
the school pioneered the twoyear MLS program, and in 1991
introduced a doctoral program.
There is a strong feeling at McGill
that the 100th anniversary provides a unique opportunity to
celebrate the accomplishments of
Canadian library education over
the past century, and provide
some sense of direction for the
future. With these thoughts in
mind, a number of events are
being planned.
On Saturday, May 15, 2004 there
will be a symposium entitled
Past, Present, and Future of
Education for Library and
Information Studies at the McGill
Faculty Club. All members of the
library and information community will be invited. The day will
be completed by a banquet.

At McGill’s Home Coming
Weekend in Fall, ‘04, there will
be events targeted specifically for
the School’s graduates. To provide a permanent memorial of
the anniversary, the school plans
to publish a collection of essays,
with each of the country’s seven
accredited library and information
programs having a chapter dedicated to its history.
It is the hope of McGill
University that the entire
Canadian library and information
studies community will take this
historic occasion as an opportunity to consider the nature of education in our discipline and profession. Where we are coming
from, and where we are going is
intended to be the theme of our
centennial celebrations.
Peter F. McNally is a professor at
McGill University’s Graduate
School of Library and Information
Studies. For this article, Mr.
McNally drew on information
published in Fanfares and
Celebrations, Anniversaries in
Canadian Graduate Education for
Library and Information Studies,
by Peter F. McNally, The
Canadian Journal of Information
and Library Science, v. 18, no. 1
(April, 1993), p. 6-22. (Reprinted
in Readings in Canadian Library
History 2, Ottawa, CLA, 1996. p.
39-56).
■■■
Chronology on page 2
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Canadian Education For Library And Information Studies: A Brief Chronology

1904: McGill University begins a summer school program
1911: Ontario Library School, Toronto, begins as a summer program
1927: McGill University transforms its summer program, into a sessional program
1928: Ontario Library School, is transformed into a sessional program run jointly by the
University of Toronto, the Ontario College of Education, and the Department of Education
1930: McGill University transforms its sessional program into a Bachelor of Library Science
program, with a Bachelor’s degree as the entrance requirement
1936: University of Toronto introduces a BLS program
1937: l’_cole de bibliothécaires, Montréal, begins
1951: University of Toronto School introduces an MLS program, with the BLS as the entrance
requirement
1956: McGill University introduces an MLS program, with the BLS as the entrance requirement
1961: University of British Columbia opens its library school l’_cole de bibliothéconomie becomes a
fully integrated department of the Université de Montréal
1965: McGill University introduces the two-year MLS program, replacing the BLS
the Toronto School becomes a fully integrated unit of the University of Toronto
1967: University of Western Ontario opens its school
1968: University of Alberta opens its school
1969: Dalhousie University opens its school
1970: University of Toronto and l’Université de Montréal adopt the two year MLS
1971: University of Toronto begins a PhD program

Dalhousie adopts the two year MLS

1973: University of Western Ontario begins a PhD program
1976: University of Alberta adopts the two year MLS
1990: University of Alberta accepts its first doctoral student
1991: McGill University accepts its first doctoral student
1994: University of Toronto renames its school the Faculty of Information Studies

ELAN

EX LIBRIS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2003
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
NORTH YORK CENTRAL LIBRARY
5120 YONGE STREET, TORONTO
COST $25.00 (includes lunch)

PROGRAM
LIBRARIES IN THE 21ST CENTUR Y

The Future of The Library and Archives of Canada
Speaker: Dr. Ian Wilson, National Archivist of Canada
Public Library Service: the Traditional and the Virtual
Speaker: Maureen Sawa, Adult Services Coordinator, Hamilton Public Library
The Ontario Digital Library (ODL): the Virtual Faces Reality
Panel: Michael Ridley
University Librarian, University of Guelph
Past President Ontario Library Association
Board of Directors of the ODL Business Plan Steering Committee
Ken Roberts
Chief Librarian, Hamilton Public Library
President of the Ontario Library Association (2004)
Award winning author of children’s books
Board of Directors of the ODL Business Plan Steering Committee
Moderator: John Arndt

For Further Details
Marjorie Bender
519 745-5574
John Arndt jarndt@sympatico.ca
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A Night To Remember
BY HARRY CAMPBELL

L

ibrary history in Canada is filled
with little known local events
that have been mostly overlooked by librarians. One of those
was remembered during the recent
ALA/CLA Joint Conference in
Toronto.

On June 21, 2003, the 190th anniversary of the return of books taken
from the Toronto Subscription
Library in February 1813 was commemorated at a Harbour Front floating restaurant in Toronto, with 60 US
and Canadian librarians and their
friends in attendance. Much of the
success of the event was due to the
support of the Ontario Library
Association, which handled publicity
and ticket sales.
The Ex Libris Association Publicity
Committee consisting of Jean
Orpwood, Peter Mutchler, Mary
Williamson, and Harry Campbell
organized the even. Harry Campbell
staged a cabaret-style enactment of
the historical return of the books by

THE MORTON YEARS:
THE CLA, 1946-1971
By Elizabeth Hulse
Published in 1995 with a
forward by W. Kaye Lamb.
141 pages.
EACH COPY IS $5.
Please send order and
payment to:
E X L IBRIS ASSOCIATION
c/o Dean’s Office
Faculty of Information Studies
University of Toronto
140 St. George Street
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6

Commodore Isaac Chauncey of the
US Navy in November 1813. Peter
Mutchler played the part of
Chauncey; Mary Williamson was Mrs.
Dummer Powell; and Harry
Campbell was John Strachan, Vicar
of St. James Church in York.
The event was backed up by
accounts of the US invasion during
the War of 1812 taken from the
Kingston Gazette of 1813. The audience was encouraged to participate
in the dramatization, which pitted
the British and American forces in a
not very conclusive battle. The role
of Britain at that time in the defence

of Upper Canada and the struggle of
the Americans to conquer Canadian
territory were alluded to during the
dramatization.
All ended well as the library books
were returned to Toronto, though little is known about where they went
after their return. The subscription
library was not revived and a new
library was created after 1830.
For a brief moment the setting on
board the boat with dinner and costumed actors brought back the
library history of Toronto in 1813. It
was indeed a night to remember for
those attending the dinner.

■■■
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The Ex Libris Project:
Part II
BY DIANE HENDERSON

D

uring the founding years, the
Association was planned, initial funding secured, charter
members enrolled, a Constitution
approved, two annual meetings held,
and activities relating to its objectives
undertaken. The years 1988 and
1989 were a time of building on that
foundation laid, but also of continuing concern for future financial viability.
The initial funding, the New
Horizons grant, had budgeted to outfit an office (in space provided by
the School of Library and
Information Science, London), fund
speakers and room costs for the
annual meetings, hire some secretarial services, fund the production and
distribution of the newsletter and
support development of archival and
oral history collections. For the 18month period to February 1988,
$5,741. of the grant had been spent.

In the fall 1988 issue of ELN, founding president Stan Beacock wrote on
the theme, “Is there a future for Ex
Libris?” He focused on an accounting, not of funds, but of ELA
achievements:
“What has the Association done? …
We have brought together either in
person or in print old friends and
colleagues who had lost touch; we
have identified the persons involved
in county libraries from 1931 to 1966
… and have begun the oral history
project; we have collected some
archival material relating to the early
county library associations and some
of a personal nature; we have collected IPLO (Institute of Professional
Librarians of Ontario) material and
have had it organized with a finding
list; we have spearheaded the establishment of a Fund through the
Canadian Library Association to honour Elizabeth Homer Morton; and at

our annual meetings we have
emphasized the place of oral history
in the development of an understanding of our past.” [ELN 4, p.1]
At its meetings in 1988, the board
discussed its options for future
financing, including an increase in
the annual fee from $5 to $10, establishing a ‘life membership’ at $100 or
$200, and possible future bequests. It
decided to bring these ideas to the
membership at the third annual
meeting in November. The Board
also agreed that their practice of
sending ELN to non-members would
no longer be affordable and would
be discontinued — they also hoped
to encourage non-members to join.
The annual meetings were now well
established as an important feature
of ELA’s activities. In 1988 the membership had reached 122, and there
were 47 in attendance at the third
AGM, which again featured a program on oral history and archives,
with addresses on two current oral
history projects. At the Faculty of
Library and Information Science,
Toronto, a project designed to build
an oral history databank of recollections of retired public librarians was
in progress. At the School of Library
and Information Science in London,
a project to interview retiring SLIS
faculty was underway. These
addresses related directly to the current interests of the association. The
program concluded with an address
by its archivist on the collections,
policies and problems at the Ontario
Archives.
The business meeting approved a
‘Resolution on Ontario County
Library History,’ which moved that a
committee be established, “1) to
investigate and secure publication of
… Ontario County Library Histories;
2) that an amount of $5000. from the
Ex Libris Organization budget for

1986-1989 be allocated …” [ELN 5,
p.14]. The aim was to complete the
project in the following three months
while the New Horizons grant was
still in effect. Also approved was a
motion to appoint a committee of
members from the Ottawa area to
maintain contact with CLA regarding
the Morton Fund, established to
commemorate the contribution of
Elizabeth Homer Morton to Canadian
librarianship. Fundraising was
underway with an initial objective of
$15,000. Under ‘other business,’ the
future of the association was discussed, and strong support was
expressed for its activities and for a
future increase in membership fees.
Ex Libris News was proving an effective vehicle, both for informing members about association affairs and
providing a forum for members’ contributions of articles long and short,
tributes to library pioneers, and news
about libraries and librarians. A sampler from these issues might include
such articles as: “A tribute to Alberta
Letts,” who had been Nova Scotia’s
Director of Libraries; “Dr. Mabel
Dunham (1881-1957)”, who, in 1904,
had been the first professional librarian to head an Ontario public library;
“County Library Project
Documentation Survey,” a summary
of responses from the ELA survey; “A
city councillor’s point of view is different,” experiences of a retired Chief
Librarian, now a city councillor; “The
County Library comes to Ontario,”
transcripts of early archival material;
“Memoirs of a British librarian in
Canada” and “And so we came:
librarians from the United Kingdom,”
which were on experiences of UK
librarians recruited in the 1950s;
“Recollections of Midland and its
library,” a memoir of a first professional position; “Library service to
schools,” a variety of examples from
the 1930s. As well, the full texts of
several of the addresses given at
annual meetings were included.
As 1989 began, the New Horizons
Grant received by the Ex Libris
continued on page 13
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Out In BC-Land
BY HOWARD OVEREND

ADVANCING FLAMES
BC-Land – or at least the forests in
much of its southern interior – was
on fire when I prepared this material
for ELAN readers early in August.
Smoke was in the air in many
regions. Premier Gordon Campbell
declared a state of emergency for the
entire province to allow firefighting
resources to be deployed where
most needed. More than 1,800 firefighters were working to control
some 350 fires with help from troops
from Edmonton and firefighters from
Ontario.
In the Kamloops region some 70
homes and 100 sheds and barns
were burned to the ground as well
as a sawmill and many vehicles. The
southern interior, where temperatures had been in the 30s and no
rain had fallen for seven weeks, was
tinder dry and offered no resistance
to advancing flames.
Province-wide, about 10,000 people
were evacuated from their homes to
emergency shelters but most were
back by mid-month when focus had
switched to the Kootenay country in
the southeast. There, firefighters battled major fires near Nelson in the
West Kootenay area and near
Invermere, Moyie and the
Koocanusa Lake border country in
the East Kootenay.
DRAFT STRATEGIC PLAN
The Zethof Consulting Group Inc. of
Victoria, after hearing from more
than 70 stakeholders (librarians,
library boards, library associations,
government units, etc.) during March
and April, has released a 24-page situation assessment paper, dated April

30. This material relates to the formulation of a draft strategic plan for
public libraries in the province, as
reported in the Spring issue.
It tells us that the public library system in BC-Land has 230 service outlets, employs more than 3,000 full
and part-time staff (including more
than 440 professional librarians),
stocks more than 10 million books
and loans about five times that many
items per year. And the government’s
agency, the Public Library Services
Branch, according to the study,
administered, among other things,
some $9 million in annual per capita
operation grants to public libraries in
2001.
That’s the good part, but hardly new.
The assessment itself is reasonably
thorough, covering the main points
made by the stakeholders under
such headings as Market Trends;
Operations, Processes and
Technology; Staffing; Governance,
Leadership and Legislation; and
Financial Model.
Many of the things the responders
have said – about the need for more
interlibrary co-operation, better training, higher entry salaries, improved
public library promotional methods,
new buildings and so on – have
been said before. No surprise there.
But there’s an implicit question mark
this time over the use of such terms
as “draft strategic plan” and “core
values” and “generate revenue” that
makes me wonder, precisely, what
the government’s agenda is.
In days of yore, it was to Big Daddy
in Victoria that libraries looked for
sustenance, as well as to their local
municipality. But Dad wants to
change things. His record of drastically cutting costs, for example, in
health care and education and hydro
and transportation, has weakened
these essential services and there
seems no reason to think that public
libraries will be different. My guess

— based on reading what’s on and
between the lines of the April assessment — is that the purpose of the
strategic plan is to amend legislation
to allow public library boards the
freedom to charge user fees and/or
enter agreements or partnerships
with the private or other sector. The
result being more funding for the
library and, probably, less from the
government.
My crystal ball, of course, is no better than anyone else’s. But a draft of
the plan is slated for release in
September. We’ll have to see how
this plays out.
BCLA’S RESPONSE
In a statement released in July, the
British Columbia Library Association
endorsed the tenor of the assessment
but maintained that no change in
legislation is needed to ensure free
and equitable access to core library
services. It supported libraries forming partnerships with each other and
with other services, but said nothing
about working with the private sector, a point the assessment appears
to make. BCLA urged that per-capita
provincial funding be based on actual costs and asked that the Public
Libraries Services Branch be supported well enough to enable it to give
leadership and assistance to libraries
in the province. Amen to that.
WHITNEY RULES, O.K?
Paul Whitney, former Burnaby Public
Library head since 1989, was
appointed director of the Vancouver
Public Library effective June 2, 2003,
succeeding Madge Aalto who retired
in 2002 after 14 years of service. The
striking new Coliseum-style main
library was built during her term.
Paul Whitney has a distinguished
record of achievement, having
served as VP and president of BCLA
continued on page 13
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As I Saw It:
A Taste of China
BY AL BOWRON

ed from the population. All tickets
were arranged ahead of time and
our busses were always on the spot
to take us to the next event. There
was some time to wander, however.
Every chance I got I wandered into
the little walled streets of domestic
houses and small shops.

C

hina has seen drastic change
since 1978, but I like to
think that the hand-pulled
cart on a track used to deliver
books and documents to the stack
in the Peking library (the National
Library), is still rolling along. That
creaky relic should be kept as a
curiosity.

The library group travelled separately when we visited libraries but
together we were treated to the
Forbidden City, the Temple of
Heaven, the Summer Palace, the
Great Wall and the Ming Tombs.
Local guides offered a commentary
with loud hailers. It was a most
impressive introduction. On Tien-AnMen Square we witnessed several
thousand people silently waiting to
enter Mao’s new mausoleum.
Like most group tours, we felt isolat-

We flew south to Nanning on a
British Trident the next day. I sat
with Joan Wenman of Vancouver and
Suzanne Kingsmill of Toronto.
A southern city, Nanning provided
the usual symphony of noisy traffic,
a mixture of people pushing and carrying huge loads. On the edge of the
river old boats and shacks provided
homes for many more. Train whistles, roosters and loud speakers playing revolutionary music added chaos
to the street life.

I’m sure my impressions of the bits
of China I visited in September
1978 — 25 years ago and two
years after the death of Mao-TseTung — need revision. I’m grateful
to have witnessed some of the
wonders of this huge and ancient
country before the skyscrapers,
electronics and millionaires bury
the old China.
After a five-day stop in Japan, we
landed in Beijing and were bussed
to a large, clean, very quiet and cavernous place called the Friendship
Hotel. I was travelling with a mixed
age group of librarians and others
sponsored by the Canada-China
Friendship Society on a two-week
tour.

intellectuals.” The senior staff waved
us adieu from the steps to the constant ringing of bicycle bells and
loud truck horns.

This city is the site of Mao’s famous
swim several years ago. One of our
party, Marcel Mongeon, emulated the
Chairman by plunging into the river.
A visit to the minorities institute
library and its technical services
department capped our visit to
Nanning. Approximately 500,000
books for 1,500 students seems
impossible given the limited space,
the age of the collection and the fact
that only 70,000 volumes were available before liberation.
A visit to the National Library was
arranged. A deputy director showed
us around a very crowded, shabby
institution with nine million items.
We were shown the impressive rare
book and manuscript collection and
the reading room, but little else.
After a talk about the phenomenal
growth in size and use since 1949,
we were shown a 1943 manuscript
by Chairman Mao, a 1902 report by
Lenin in Russian, and a first edition
of Marx on capitalism.
The library was trying very hard to
serve the hordes of young students
— 2,000 readers per day — in a
very limited space. We were told of
the enormous increase in use since
the Gang of Four days when readers
were frowned upon as “busy work

Kweilin, reached by a train with lace
curtains and western-style toilets,
was less curious of strangers because
of the area’s popularity. An excursion on towed luxury barges through
scenery of sharp limestone peaks
and misty verdant valleys of the
River Li stirred memories of classical
Chinese brush paintings. This was a
unique and spectacular landscape.

In my wanderings away from the
group I heard accordion music
through a door in a wall. I looked in
and was invited to sit in on an accordion and violin concert of Russian
tunes, a rhumba, and western music
continued on page 14
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How I Became A Librarian
BY SHIRLEY LEWIS

H

ow I became a librarian
never struck me as a funny
story until I told my friends
at a social gathering and they went
into stitches here is my story.

It all started because I was not a
very serious student in high school
and no one had expected me to
graduate. But every year I just kept
passing—undistinguished, around
the middle of the class. To everyone's surprise (certainly my own) I
not only graduated but went on to
university. Again, no one actually
expected me to graduate, but I just
kept passing. In fact my marks got
better and better! So the day came
when I graduated, much to my parents’ delight.
My mother always thought I was
clever, but you know mothers. I
was treated to a trip through Europe
as a graduation present, and of
course the whole family turned out
for my graduation.
I also went to my girlfriend Ada’s
graduation. Her graduation was no
surprise, as she was a top scholar.
At this graduation, the Library
Science graduates were also presented and I remember thinking with
surprise: "I didn't know there was a
library science degree!" Then I forgot
all about it.
Only a month later, I was aboard the
Empress of Scotland with my scholarly friend Ada, sailing for Europe.
We ran into an old high school pal
whom we hadn't seen in a some
time, and we had a nice visit.
“What are you going to be doing"
Ada asked her. "Well," she said "I

almost went to Library School but in
the end I decided to take my masters
in biology. But the library course
was really interesting." Then she
told us about book selection, library
research, and so on.
Well now, I was a heavy library user,
but I’d never given even the smallest
thought as to how books got on
shelves. On the other hand, I was
very friendly with the librarians at
my branch. It occurred to me that
being a librarian might be a nice
occupation. So, with the ignorance
of youth, I sent my mother a letter
and asked her to check out the
library course at the University of
Toronto. I told her that if she
thought I would like it then would
she please sign me up?
So my mother dutifully looked things
up and she thought that, indeed, I
might like to be a librarian. She
took herself down to the library
school to find out how she might
enrol me.
At that time the formidable Miss
Bassam was the director of the
Library School and my mother made
an appointment to see her. I wasn't
there, but Miss Bassam explained
that one did not just take it into
one's airy little head to be a librarian,
that I had no practical experience,
and that I had not shown the appropriate life-long interest in librarianship. Miss Bassam ended by
explaining that a personal interview
was required and since I was in
Europe, that could not happen in
time for the next academic year.
Thinking that this would end the
matter, Miss Bassam arose to escort
my mother out. However, my mother did not rise, and since she by

now felt quite confident that I would
be a good librarian, and would be
well suited to the work, she said,
"My daughter and I are very alike;
why don't you just interview me?"
Perhaps we should draw a curtain
around Miss Bassam's reaction,
because when she told me about it
later my mother did not seem to
think this suggestion was anything
out of the ordinary. The result was
that Miss Bassam did interview my
mother instead of me, and I was
accepted into the library school.
(Although I had to do some practice
work at the Leaside library before I
was permitted to register.)
And I have loved every minute and
every second of being a librarian, so
much so that in my retirement I’m
doing volunteer work in Ethiopia
where I am installing an automated
library management program and
teaching Ethiopian librarians automation.
So, thanks Mom. I couldn't have
done it without you.

■■■

ACCESS THE
EX LIBRIS
WEBSITE A T:
exlibris.fis.utor onto.ca
Please send comments
about the website to:
ELA-web@fis.utoronto.ca
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How I Became A Librarian
BY PHYLLIS YAFFE

A

fter I graduated from university I wanted to go to
Europe. I realized that this
dream required money and so I
would have to work for a while in
order to save up enough to get there
and eat for a few months. So I asked
my father where he thought I should
go to get a job now that I had a BA.
He told me he thought I should go
to the Winnipeg City Hall. And so I
did.
I remember going into the personnel
office at City Hall and asking the
person at the counter if they had
any jobs for someone with a BA. He
took out a piece of paper, went
down a list and said the public
library was hiring BAs. He also told
me the main library was just down
the street, and suggested I walk over
and he’d get me an interview. And
so I did.
I met with the assistant chief librarian, Miss Nettie Siemens. She asked
me some questions about my interest in librarianship. Remember that,
until that morning, I had had none!
I do recall that when she asked me
what kind of librarianship I was
interested in I said, “Children’s.” I
have no idea where that came from,
but for her that was the perfect
answer. They had an opening for a
library assistant (prerequisite BA)
who would work on bookmobiles
for children.
Since I thought I would only be
working a few months to save for

Europe, I didn’t mind this assignment. And, of course, I didn’t know
that bookmobiles — essentially tin
boxes that either turned into frozen
ice cubes in the winter or the home
for the cat on the hot tin roof in the
summer — were the lowliest assignments of all.
I remember one other thing from
that interview that was the best
advice I’ve ever been given. Miss
Siemens told me that although I
might think I’d arrived at my “chosen
profession” — I didn’t blink — she
thought most young people starting
out in 1969 would have to get used
to a different pattern of work life.
Instead of staying at one job your
whole life, as she had done, we
would have two or maybe even
three careers in our lifetime. Since I
wasn’t sure about this career, I
remember thinking, “What is she
telling me this for?” But it stuck with
me and I think she had it right. I am
on career No.5 and I may have
another one or two left in me.
But that day I was just happy to
have a job. No one could have been
more surprised to find me still at the
library two years later, now in my
own branch organizing reading
events, giving people advice on their
book selections — a lost art called
Readers Advisory — and best of all,
getting to order new books every
week from book reviews. I loved it.
I loved the idea of talking about
books to people all day long. I loved
saving a book for a patron and then
having them tell me what they
thought of it the next week. And I
enjoyed the reference desk work,

where people would come or call in
with questions for which I would
then track down the answers.
The job was satisfying in a way I
never guessed it would be. It challenged my mind, kept me learning
and gave me the reward of getting
information to people and empowering them with that information.
Yes, I did get to Europe. But not
until I finished my first professional
library science degree at the
University of Alberta. You see, I
enjoyed it so much that I decided it
was my career choice and I would
stick with it and climb the ladder to
the top.
Phyllis Yaffe is currently CEO of
Alliance/Atlantis Broadcasting.

■■■

READ…
Book Guy , an ex-lib’s tale
of muscular librarianship told
with verve & yes, élan, about
the wonderful Peace River
country of B.C., that is,
Before Computers.
288 pages, softcover, photos,
ISBN 0-92 0663-82-6
TouchWood Editions, c2001,
$18.95 postpaid
Howard Overend, 2780 17th
St. NE, Salmon Arm, B.C.,
V1E 3X6
hoverend@shuswap.net
www.bookguy.bc.ca
250-832-7570
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Book Reviews
BY JEAN WEIHS
THE ENDURING LIBRARY: T ECHNOLOGY,
TRADITION, AND THE QUEST FOR
BALANCE BY MICHAEL GORMAN
CHICAGO: A MERICAN LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION, 2003. 157 P
ISBN 0-8389-0846-2 US$35.00 (SOFT
COVER).

on digital libraries by a professor of
computing at Cornell University. He
uses the “five challenges” (malleability, selectivity, exclusivity, vulnerability, and superficiality) advanced by a
professor at the University of Denver
to discuss the use of e-documents
and e-resources in today’s libraries
and finds them wanting.

Sometime in the 1970s I attended a
lecture by F.W. Lancaster in which
he predicted the death of the book
in the codex format. From time to
time in the ensuing years other people have made the same prediction.
During these same 30 years only
expensive reference works and some
journals have ceased traditional
paper-based publication and are
now only available in an online format. In recent years we have seen
the birth of e-books, but these have
not captured a significant place in
the book world.
Slowly, but surely, over these same
30 years I have come to my strongly
held present belief that the codex
format is here to stay – at least for
the rest of my lifetime.
In the last few years there have been
predictions that libraries are no
longer necessary. Reference queries
can be easily answered by surfing
the net. Books will be downloaded
to personal computer that can be
taken anywhere. Travellers will be
able to take any number of electronic books on their trips without the
problems of space and weight. If
you are beginning to have doubts
about the future of your profession,
read Michael Gorman’s defence of
paper-based books and the role of
books and libraries in the 21st century.
He notes that in 1991 Raymond
Kurzwill predicted that “no printed
books would be published by the
year 2003,” and challenges a paper

Gorman also warns about a utopian
vision of libraries where all human
knowledge can be accessed from our
computers. “The central theme of
this book is that we are not in an
epochal, transformational time, but
that we are at an important point in
the evolution of libraries.”
The chapter titled “Reference Work
in Technologically Advanced
Libraries” examines library collections, reference service, and eight
core values of librarianship (stewardship, service, intellectual freedom,
rationalism, literacy and learning,
equity of access, privacy, and
democracy).
Gorman believes that “we have
reached near-perfection in the biblio-

graphic control of ‘traditional’ library
materials” and considers the choices
for bringing e-documents into this
bibliographic control. The greater
problem is “the elephant in the room
that is the preservation of the human
record.”
Some positives about electronic documents are expressed. Technology
has lessened the inequality of
research materials for students and
professors at large, well-funded universities and those in junior colleges
in small towns. Technology could
also permit Web publication of individual articles now published in
high-priced academic journals (“20
per cent of the articles account for
80 per cent of the reading”), so that
subscribers would no longer pay for
the unread, but rather pay for what
is useful to them.
Gorman believes that “in America
most LIS schools are not turning out
graduates equipped with an education that will enable them to work in
libraries successfully. … The great
problem here is the ever-widening
gulf between people who work in
libraries and those who teach in
what used to be called library
schools.” Libraries need practically
oriented research rather than academic, information science related
research that is without widespread,
practical applications. Libraries
would benefit from research on
preservation, a bibliographic control
web, use and dissemination of scholarly articles, reading in a digital age,
computer technology and publication, the library services gap, and
core competencies in libraries.
The chapter titled “Reading in a
Digital World” examines full literacy,
functional literacy, and the role of
librarians in encouraging true literacy
that includes critical thinking.
The Enduring

continued on page 13
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Our President’s Report
BY NANCY WILLIAMSON

S

ince the last Board of Directors
meeting in May the Association
has remained very active – with
two social activities and a number
of committees hard at work.

Efforts to increase ELA’s visibility
and provide increasing contact
among members were spearheaded
by an enthusiastic and eager
Publicity Committee chaired by
Harry Campbell. The Libraries that
Built Canada calendar project has
been highly successful and a number
of members attended the official
launching of this effort at a pleasant
get-together in Captain John’s
Restaurant on the Toronto Harbour
Front on April 26.
On June 21 at the same location during the ALA/CLA conference,
Canadian and American members
and visitors enjoyed a pleasant dinner and presentation to celebrate the
190th Anniversary of the Return of
Books of the Toronto (Subscription)
Library by the US Navy in 1813. It
was a chance to honour the occasion, see old friends, meet new
ones, and have a good time. (See
the account of the event elsewhere
in this issue.)
Another happy event, and a surprise,
was the receipt by ELA of a bequest
of $5,000 from the Dorothy Ryder
Estate. This is a significant gift and,
as far as we know, it is the largest
individual contribution ever received
by the Association. Plans are afoot
to use it for special purposes rather
than for general operating purposes.
A number of suggestions for its use
have been received, one of which is
to use some of the money to
encourage ELA get-togethers for
members at locations outside of
Toronto, and outside of Ontario.

Life in ELA is by no means all been
social. The life of an organization
such as ELA lies in the work of its
committees. ELA’s committees have
been hard at work on various projects. The Newsletter Committee has
been examining it procedures and
setting out guidelines. Under the
leadership of Joan Winearls, the
Personal and Institutional Archives
Committee, continues to work on
our project in support of preservation and storage of archives and personal papers in librarianship. The
Committee is preparing information
on how to access these materials
efficiently (watch the ELA Web site).
The Membership and Recruitment
Committee is gearing up for a Fall
2003 membership drive. And a
newly formed Finance Committee
has developed procedures for dealing with the Association’s money
matters between Board meetings.
The ELA Web site has been undergoing a major change over the summer. Suzanne Sexty, our first webmaster, provided enthusiastic and
important service in setting up the
site and getting it started. We are all
grateful for her efforts and our sincere thanks to her for this.
However, she is unable to continue
in this capacity. Fortunately we
have been able to hire a new webmaster, Cameron Riddle. Cameron, a

professional Web designer, has
agreed for a nominal fee to assume
this role. He is already working with
the Web site Committee, revising and
redeveloping the site. It should be
in excellent shape by September.
A new project underway is a plan to
provide some tangible recognition of
the history and development of
library education in Canada. The
project coincides with a series of
anniversaries in the history of a number of Canadian library and information science programs. The
Committee, chaired by Brian Land, is
hard at work on plans to publish
material on the history of these programs.
All-important will be the Fall GetTogether on November 3 at the
North York Branch of the Toronto
Public Library. Marjorie Bender and
her committee are planning a most
interesting programme.
As president of ELA, over the past
year I have come to recognize how
vital the work of the committees is
to the fundamental goals and activities of ELA. I sincerely appreciate
the tremendous efforts of all
involved. On behalf of myself and
all members of ELA, I thank the
Board and Committee members for
all their hard work. It has been a
pleasure working with them.
— Nancy Williamson, ELA President

■■■

BACK ISSUES OF EX LIBRIS NEWS
The Board of the Ex Libris Association has authorized
the sale of back issues of its newsletter, Ex Libris News. Single issues
are available at a cost of $2.00 per copy; a complete set of back
issues from Number 1 to 28 is available for $24.00.

Write Ex Libris Association, c/o Dean’s Office,
Faculty of Information Studies, University of Toronto,
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6
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The Dorothy Ryder Bequest

Book Reviews

I

Library: Technology, Tradition, and
the Quest for Balance is highly recommended for those interested in or
concerned about the future of the
book and/or libraries. Unlike many
professional books, it is elegantly
written and very readable. A retired
librarian or a nonlibrarian could skip
the sections about the Dublin Core
and AACR and find thought-provoking content.

n March ELA received a bequest
of $5,000 from the estate of
Dorothy Ryder, a long time member of the association.

This is perhaps the largest individual
contribution in our history, and
forms a significant fund which the
board agreed should be used for
special purposes rather than for general operating expenses. As well, it
was agreed that it would be appropriate to use the fund to support a
number of projects over a period of
time, rather than one large project.
It is expected that projects would be
presented to the board, by board
members, board committees, and by
ELA members. While there are no
strings attached to this bequest, the
In Memoriam essay for Dorothy in
the Fall 2002 issue of ELN suggested
some areas of her interest which
might be relevant in our consideration of suitable projects.
As Reference Collection
Development Specialist at the
National Library she demonstrated
her interest and expertise in research
and commitment to reference
resources in Canadian Reference
Sources, a selective guide, Checklist
of Canadian Directories, and contributions to the Dictionary of
Canadian Biography. She was also

interested in research in library history.
A number of specific projects the
fund could support were discussed
at the Spring board meeting, including:
● A biographical project, perhaps
related to the new focus of the
Archives Committee
● Development of our Web site,
especially in adding material relating
to library history and librarians’
biography (from ELAN or other
sources)
● The work of the Library
Education Anniversary Committee

continued from page 11

Michael Gorman has become an eminent philosopher of librarianship,
who presents a well-documented
consideration of technology in the
21st century.
— Jean Weihs

● Canadian library history research
by our members or others
● Sponsor meetings for ELA members in locations beyond GTA
The board decided that initially the
ELA Web site should be a priority,
and that enabling members to hold
meetings in their areas was also an
important objective.
We would like to know your views!
Please write to us at our mailing
address, or our e-mail address:
<ELA-web@fis.utoronto.ca>

■■■

Book Review Writers Wanted
Good writers wanted to write interesting book reviews. If you
like to write and read, we are looking for YOU. Give us your
500 words about books written by Ex Libris members and/or
books of interest to members (books about libraries and librarians, and related subjects such as publishing and information
technology or retirement investing and travel).

Inquiries: Sherrill Cheda 416-482-5242 or
scheda@sympatico.ca

SO MANY BOOKS, S O LITTLE TIME: A
YEAR OF PASSIONATE READING
BY SARA NELSON
(NEW YORK: G.P. PUTNAM)
ISBN 0-399-15083; CAN$34.50.
PUBLICATION EXPECTED IN OCTOBER
2003.
I was given an uncorrected advance
proof of this delightful book at the
ALA/CLA joint conference in June
and I highly recommend it to those
people who have a lifetime of reading behind and before them.
Sara Nelson, a “readaholic,” decided
to read one book a week over the
period of a year and, as she chronicles her reading plan, she explores
not only her thoughts about these
books, but also comments on the
types of books we read, the lending
of loved books, how to put down a
book we don’t like, and many other
observations about life and reading.
The publisher’s blurb describes her
writing accurately as “at once funny,
wise, and rueful.”
—Jean Weihs

■■■

ELAN

The Ex Libris Project: Part II
continued from page 5
Organization, was nearing its expiration. A report in the spring 1989
issue of ELN gave a full history since
August 1986, with an account of
funds received and the activities
funded, including the ambitious
library history projects begun.
However, much of the projected oral
history work had not yet been carried out and it would not be possible to get a further extension for the
Ex Libris Association to continue
with it.
With the end of this funding on
August 18, 1989, the board of the Ex
Libris Organization wound up its
operations at its August meeting.
Then as the board of the Ex Libris
Association, it approved a new membership fee schedule to be presented
at the next AGM: regular annual
$10., annual sustaining $20., and life
$200. The life membership was to
be invested and only the income to
be used for operating expenses. Life
memberships, along with the fund of
membership fees accumulated since
1986, about $1500., would provide
an initial nest-egg for continuing
operations.
The fourth Annual Meeting focused
less on oral history and more on
writing history, with three quite different topics. A theoretical approach,
on the importance of the history of
librarianship in all its aspects, was
first addressed, followed by a practical account of the writing of the history of an individual library called
“Writing library history—the
Hamilton Public Library”. Finally, in
“No time for history,” Marianne Scott
first described resources in Ottawa
for Canadian library history, but concluded with remarks on the difficulties experienced: “Sources of library
history are too frequently scattered,
unrecorded or lost. There is no question that a great deal of useful information continues to exist in personal
files, sometimes hidden there in the
fear that a new broom may sweep it
all into the recycling bin.

Nevertheless, librarians still write history … because they know that,
without an historical perspective of
what libraries have been, they are in
fear of losing sight of what they
should be.” [ELN 7, p.14] From different points of view, these addresses each encouraged an involvement
in library history. In the business
meeting, the proposal for increased
fees was approved, and among other
topics discussed was the problem of
a scattered membership across
Canada and what might be done to
reach potential members.
This AGM was to be the last for Stan
Beacock as president. At the August
board meeting, after four years at the
helm of the organization he had
been so instrumental in founding, he
had decided to retire from the office
of president. He would continue
make an important contribution,
especially to ELN, which he published until 1994. To quote Betty
Hardie’s comments in that last issue,
“it is almost impossible to overestimate Stan’s contribution to ELN,”
[ELN 16, p.3] and we would add, to
ELA in general.
This second article on the early years
of ELA is based mainly on issues of
Ex Libris News, plus some material
from our archives. If you were a
member at that time, and have reminiscences to share, we’d like to hear
from you. Please write us at our mail
address or send email to ELA<web@fis.utoronto.ca>

■■■

Out In BC-Land
continued from page 6
from 1989 to ‘91 & ditto for CLA
from ‘97 to ‘99. He chaired the
national Council of Administrators of
Large Urban Public Libraries (CALUPL) from ’94-‘96, and in 2002
received both the BCLA President’s
Award for contributions to the association and the CLA award for outstanding service to librarianship.

Tale of Two Libraries
Nearly unique is the ThompsonNicola Regional District Library
System based at Kamloops in southcentral BC-Land. Its director is Kevin
Kierans, who succeeded Alice
Dalton in 2002. Once part of the
Cariboo-Thompson Regional District
Library System, it broke away in
1974 leaving the Cariboo Regional
District Library based at Williams
Lake (Colleen Swift, director) to go it
alone. Currently the Thompson
Nicola library system has 13 branches and a bookmobile and its Cariboo
counterpart 15 branches and a reading centre. What makes the two integrated public library systems special
is that they’re the only ones in the
province whose regional district
boards double as library boards. The
Library Act allows no others to be
formed.
Of interest, too, is that the devastating fires north of Kamloops are
within the Thompson Nicola
Regional District. Fortunately the
library system’s new branch at
Barriere, close to the fire area, was
not damaged.
Kootenaiana
Ron Welwood, former librarian at
Notre Dame University at Nelson
and latterly at its successor David
Thompson U, now both closed, has
written to explain how the name got
this way (Spring, 2003). It’s from
“Kootenai,” he says, the US spelling
of Kootenay. He added that the
possible Canadian version
Kootenayana didn’t appeal to him
when he established the archives in
1969. Thanks, Ron.
Howard Overend is based in Salmon
Arm, British Columbia.
<hoverend@sunlite.ca>

■■■
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As I Saw It:
A Taste of China
continued from page 9
that included Red River Valley. I
sang along. The violinist, also an
artist, drew a sketch of me. I signed
the result and left to friendly handshakes all around.
We then made a quick visit to
Kwangchow (Canton). We went to
the top of a pagoda for tea, then
wandered around the former western quarter of Shamian Island with
its bygone consulates, villas, banks,
offices, churches and clubs, which
had now been converted to other
uses in the service of the Peoples
Republic.
After that we headed to nearby
Hong Kong — that prosperous left
over bit of British colonialism. Our
hotel was equipped luxuriously with
TV, radio, a mini-bar, air conditioning and power drapes! The contrast
with China was startling. I felt I had
to watch my wallet and camera.
Generally the tour was well organized and the food was well presented, although the Peking duck was
disappointing. The guides knowledgeable but limited in their explanations. Library visits were few and
lacked interest for me.
It was an exotic and active tour with
some surprising impressions… but
just a taste of China.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

■■■
Dear Editor,

I’d like to draw your attention an error in your obituary for Margaret
Hughes (Milestones, Spring 2003). The omission of a 'C' from WRCNS
enlisted her in the Women's Royal Naval Service of Great Britain instead of
our own Women's Royal Canadian Naval Service, where she served her
country well.
Yours truly,
Kathleen R. Mathews, Hamilton

Milestones,

compiled by Merlyn Beeckmans

Obituaries

Mary E.P. Henderson of Cornwall, Quebec died
at the age of 81. She graduated with a BLS
('44) from the University of Toronto.
Ada Esther (Wagner) Jacobsen died at the age
of 98 on November 28, 1999. She graduated
with an MLS ('59) from the University of
Toronto.
Alice Kane died in June 2003. She studied at
McGill and came to the Toronto Public Library
system in 1930 where she worked as a children's librarian. She was an exceptionally fine
storyteller. She helped found the Storytellers
School of Toronto in 1979 and gave its first
course. The CBC produced a documentary on
her life in 1998.

interest in the literacy of Canadian children and in
particular for his financial support through the TD
Financial Group for the summer reading programs of
the public libraries of Ontario.
Rosemary Bonanno, CEO, Vaughan Public Libraries,
received the OLTA W.J. Robertson Medallion for
Librarian of the Year for her high commitment to
sound business management and to high quality services.
Joe Carlino, Principal of Clinton P.S., Toronto
District Board of Education, received the OSLA
Administrator of the year Award for his strong support of school libraries and teacher librarians.
Roch Carrier, author and National Librarian of
Canada, received the OLA President's Award for
Exceptional Service for his untiring work on behalf
of libraries and librarians throughout Canada.

Carol Preston died on September 3, 2002. After
graduating with an MLS (‘75) from the University
of Toronto, she became the librarian at
Hudson's Bay House and later became the associate editor of The Beaver.

Carman Dix, Chair of the Niagara Public Library
Board, received the OPLA James Bain Medallion for
his leadership in raising funds for the book collection and AV equipment.

Elizabeth Roe died suddenly on October 23,
2002 in Toronto. She graduated with an MLS
(‘97) from the University of Toronto.

Janet Kaufman, the University of Guelph, received
the OCULA Award for Academic Librarian of the
Year for her work on the University's comprehensive
human rights policy and employment and education
equity programs.

Velta Vitos of Markham, Ontario died in June
2001. She graduated with a BLS (‘56) from the
University of Toronto.
Mary Wells died on February 7, 2003. She
graduated with an MLS (‘77) from the University
of Toronto.
Awards

A. Charles Baillie, Chair, TD Bank Financial
Group, received the OLA's President's Award for
Exceptional Achievement for his enlightened

Elizabeth Knight, Head, Reference Services,
Carleton University and Janice Scammell, Librarian,
Carleton University received the OSLA Award for
Special Achievement for their partnership program
with Ottawa high schools.

John Lorinc, freelance writer and parent received
the OLA's Sweet Apple Award for Media
Communications for his many fine articles on the
importance of school libraries and his participation
in Canada's Coalition for School Libraries.

Milestones,

continued

Awards, continued

Erik Spicer, Parliamentary Librarian Emeritus,
was made an honourary member of the
Association of Former Parliamentarians in the
spring of 2003. Mr. Spicer is the first librarian to
be honoured in this manner.
Janis Taylor, Birch Cliff P.S. , Toronto District
School Board, received the OSLA Teacher
Librarian Award for her innovative whole school
library program.
Vaughan Public Libraries Global Librarian Project
received the OLITA Award for Technological
Innovation for its partnership with Southampton
City Libraries (U.K.), Eastern Regional Libraries
(Australia) and Surrey Public Library, B.C.
Sharon Wilson, Head, Children's Services, King
Township Public Library, received the OLA's
Children's Services Award for her work on the
OLA Children's Services Task Force.
Retirements

Rashid Tayyeb retired recently from St. Mary's
University, Halifax. He had also worked at the
University of Toronto, McGill University, the
University of Windsor and the Ontario Ministry
of Education.
News

Jon and Maureen Adams, 1950 graduates of the
University of Toronto Library School, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary last summer.

Jean Weihs, Ex Libris Secretary and former Course
Director of Library Techniques, Seneca College,
received the Nancy B. Olson Award from the
Online Audiovisiual Catalogers, a US organization
of Internet and audiovisual cataloguers. The citation read: "For being one of the first librarians to
recognize the relevance of media collections to all
levels of education and all types of libraries and
understanding the value of providing bibliographic
access to those collections; For her pioneering
work to create internationally recognized cataloguing standards as chair of the Joint Steering
Committee for the Revision of the Anglo-American
Cataloguing Code; For always being motivated to
provide the best access for library users and working to insure that no one who wanted access to
media materials would be left behind; For being
one of the very best writers and editors of topics
pertaining to cataloguing and applying her excellent abilities to complex cataloguing issues while
caring about the details of how cataloguers do
what they do; For working to educate prospective
librarians, paraprofessionals, library administrators, and library users by teaching, presenting
lectures, having one on one consultations; For
mentoring students and colleagues, helping the
inexperienced feel they have a place in library science, and for being a constant support and affectionate friend to OCLA and OLAC members.”
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