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The past few months have been
busy ones for the Ex Libris Board. In
planning for two upcoming conferences
(CLA in June, 1999 and OLA in
February, 2000) it was decided to have
T-shirts with the Ex Libris logo as publicity attractions at the exhibit booths.
Accordingly, we ordered almost 100
shirts in sizes ranging from toddlers to
adult. Colours are red and navy blue for
the children's shirts and mountain rose
and ice blue for the adults. They are
very colourful and attractive and sell for
$10.00 each, if anyone would like to
order one. They will be on display for
purchase at our Get-Together next
November, so come prepared!
With CLA in Toronto this year, it
was not too difficult to staff our booth,
but parking near the Toronto
Convention Centre was not easy! We will
all be better prepared for the OLA conference which is in the same location.
But interest in Ex Libris was high in the
exhibit area, and it was fun meeting so
many colleagues and assuring them
that there is still a place for them in
librarianship when they retire!
We have also moved forward with
our work on archives. A very rewarding
meeting was held during CLA week
between the Ex Libris archives committee, the Ontario archivist (now the
National Archivist) and a representative
from the National Library. A detailed
report will be available at the annual
meeting in the Fall.
The Ex Libris Board members, in
common with other librarians in
Canada, were deeply concerned to learn
of the new appointment to the position
of National Librarian. A letter has been
sent from the Ex Libris Association to
the Minister of Heritage Canada, deploring the lack of public process (as was
followed in the appointment of the

Librarian of Parliament) in selecting the
new National Librarian. We also noted
that the new appointment to the
National Archives position is a professional archivist, and wonder why the
National Librarian position couldn't
have been treated in the same fashion
with the appointment of a professional
librarian. Certainly, the work of the present National Librarian has given evidence of the validity of such a choice,
and was a precedent which should have
been followed.
Don't forget that Get-Together '99 is
fast approaching. It will be held this
year on November 1 at the former main
branch of the North York Public Library.
(We have been there before so it should
be easy to find!) The Get-Together
Committee, chaired by Vice President
Ann Schabas, is organizing an interesting program but is leaving ample time
for meeting with old friends and colleagues. We do hope that you will be
able to join us.
Margaret Beckman
President, ELA, 1999
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Victoria: In the Fullness of Time
By John Marshall
In August 1998, the phone rang
and the caller identified himself as
Neil Williams, Chair of the Greater
Victoria Public Library Board. Once
he ascertained that he had the right
John Marshall, he plunged into
what was really on his mind: an official apology for events that occurred
in Victoria in 1954.
This was my first contact with
any member on the Victoria Board
for 44 years. In 1954 I had virtually
been driven from Victoria by the
Library Board of that day. Now,
astoundingly, here was Neil Williams
commiserating over the behaviour of
that Board and offering, on behalf of
his own Board, their desire to somehow "make up" for the actions of
their predecessors.
"What would you say," Neil
asked, "to an official public apology,
presented appropriately in the
GVPL?" I was flabbergasted! Such a
thing had never entered my head or
even seemed possible.
Of course, I accepted this extraordinary offer. On November 20,
1998. I found myself with my wife in
the large meeting room of the main
(downtown) library of Victoria prepared to hear Neil offering the apology and to present my own acceptance and response.
The Events Of 1954
I had graduated from the U of T
Library School in 1952 and secured
a job with the Fraser Valley Regional
Library (School and Children's
Services) which I enjoyed greatly.
However, it was difficult to resist the
offer from the Victoria Public Library
in 1953 to establish and manage a
new bookmobile service. I accepted,

we bought a house and I started
work in November.
At an in-camera meeting on
January 23, 1954, however, the
Library Board decided to dismiss
me. No reason was given as my probation period was still in force. The
media, though, had been informed
by persons unknown that there was
a reason, namely that for some
years in Winnipeg I had worked for
left-wing causes, including the
Canadian Peace Congress. As secretary of the Manitoba Peace Council, I
had worked closely with Dr. James
Endicott, Chairman of the Canadian
Peace Congress. Such activities
must have been considered erroneously to be subversive.
No one, however, ever came forward to claim responsibility for instigating the Board's actions against
me. That the RCMP may have had a
hand in it seems, in my opinion, to
be undeniable.
Meanwhile, friends had established a small support committee,

which met irregularly to attempt to
organize opposition to the Board's
tight-lipped position and to encourage community participation in the
developing struggle over 'the
Marshall case.' The latter effort was
more successful than the former.
Worn down by the persistent
demand for a hearing before the
Board, where questions could be
asked and my position explained,
the Board agreed to hear me on
February 3. 1954. I read my statement -- a plea for reason and fair
play -- to a silent Board. Not one
question was asked. No argument
was raised. I was abruptly dismissed.
This disappointing (though
unsurprising) encounter stood in
stark contrast to the growing
response in the community to what
was perceived as undemocratic,
tyrannical action by the Board. More
evidence of concern appeared with
letters to the editor, resolutions from
several organizations (labour,

NEW EDITOR FOR EX LIBRIS NEWS
The Ex Libris President and Board of Directors are pleased to announce they
have accepted the recommendation of the Ex Libris Newsletter Committee to
appoint Lori Knowles as Editor of Ex Libris News. The Editor appeals to all
members of Ex Libris to provide articles of professional or personal interest,
reminiscences, etc., for publication (around 1000 to 1500 words would be
ideal). Also, information regarding friends and colleagues for our popular
Milestones column would be greatly appreciated by all members.
Contributions, suggestions to the editor should be directed to:
Lori Knowles
Editor, Ex Libris News
170 Glenvale Blvd.
Toronto, ON M4G 2W3
Tel: 416-423-4085
Fax: 416-423-4884
E-mail: lknowles@interlog.com
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church, etc.). Much indignation and
outrage were expressed, the consensus being strongly pro-Marshall.
One area where the Board made
a significant mistake was to go along
with the right-wing notions of a few
members of the Board who were
convinced the root of the problem
was the presence in the collection of
excessive numbers of "subversive"
books, meaning any book which
incited "the down-trodden working
man to revolt." They recommended
that any such book should be
removed. The Mayor, however, felt
the Chief Librarian should work with
the RCMP in identifying the offending titles. When informed of her new
duties, Thressa Pollock, the Chief
Librarian, responded, "It won't be
this librarian!" Shortly thereafter,
Miss Pollock resigned.
There were several other staff
resignations, including the President
of the VPL staff association which
had protested my firing in the
strongest terms. Eventually the
association was replaced by the present CUPE local 410.
In any case, no actual removals
or book burnings occurred. If nothing else, the Board's shenanigans
aroused the populace. More and
more voices were heard condemning
the Board for entertaining such
ideas totally counter to the traditional openness of a public library and
the democratic spirit of the citizens.

wardly cheerful, we realized that we
had to give up on Victoria and find a
another job somewhere else.
Surprisingly that was less difficult than we feared. Offers had been
received from public libraries in
Calgary, Alberta and Galt (now
Cambridge), Ontario. But we preferred to accept a position in
Saskatchewan, my home province,
as Librarian in the rural Yorkton
School Unit, the first librarian with
such a position in the province. A
challenge! Plus, the political climate
was positive, including a more progressive adoption law than in B.C..
(A vicious rumour had begun to circulate hinting the Social Credit government might be induced to interfere with the adoption of our baby
daughter. This despicable rumour
contributed to our decision that we
should leave - it was terrifying even
though we knew it was unlikely ever
to materialize.)
So we went to Yorkton, where
the job was o.k. but was the wrong
job in the wrong place at the wrong
time. It was not where we had
intended to be at that point. It felt
like an exile, and it was a long four
years that we spent there. The next
job was in the Northwest B.C. coast
town of Kitimat (1958-1960), then to
North York Public Library (19601966), and from there to the Faculty
of Library Science at the University
of Toronto (1966-1983).

The Aftermath

Outside Support

As the weeks went by, it was
clear that we were winning the public opinion battle but we were losing
on the home front. Our income was
sporadic and quite inadequate. My
wife had a part-time social service
job and I had unemployment insurance. Neighbours helped with babysitting. The emotional toll was
severe. Privately devastated, out-

The above account has not made
clear the remarkable extent of support from the professional library
associations. The Canadian Library
Association was able to find a small
amount of money to help us over the
first stage of the struggle. CLA publicly supported me strongly, and
contributed to the pressure being
applied to the Library Board. CIA,

still in its infancy, with no labour
relations experience or recognized
standards to go by, nevertheless
reacted strongly and served as a rallying point for libraries across the
country.
The B.C. Library Association had
more experience than the CLA and
was able to mount a considerable
opposition to the actions of the
Board and to provide me with badly
needed support. They also applied
strong pressure to the Victoria
Board. At a well-attended special
meeting in Vancouver, powerful resolutions were brought forward and
voted on. Also, incredibly, a hat was
passed for personal contributions,
resulting in a generous addition to
our meagre resources.
BCLA has continued its support
to this day, welcoming the apology
and renaming its Intellectual
Freedom Award the '.John Marshall
Intellectual Freedom Award' from
1999 on.

The Apology
An audience of about 65 gathered in the large meeting room at
the main Victoria library on the
afternoon of November 20, 1998.
They represented a wide cross-section of concerned Victorians. One
who received an especially warm
welcome was Dr. Robert Wallace,
who was appointed to the GVPL
Board to fill a vacancy in February
of 1954. On the Board, Dr. Wallace
became an eloquent minority of one
in defense of justice and fundamental values. He was, in many ways,
the "hero of 1954" and remained so
for years. At the meeting in 1998 he
was 92 but still mobile in his walker,
bright, animated, intellectually alert
and the deserved centre of attention.
The ceremony itself was brief
and low-key but nonetheless moving
and meaningful. Neil Williams
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reviewed the history of the Board.
with main emphasis on the Marshall
case and its significance to the
library and to the city. "The events
that took place in 1954," said Neil,
"are an absolute denial of everything
that a library stands for. We did our
best to damage his reputation and
his career but we failed, thankfully."
He then read the resolution
passed by the Board on October 27,
1998:
MOVED by Mr. Chazottes, seconded by Mrs. Ethier, that the
Board of Trustees of Greater
Victoria
Public Library
acknowledges that the dismissal of John Marshall in
1954 abraded his rights of
free speech and lawful
assembly which are a generally accepted part of a democratic society. The Board
expresses its deep regret at
this action and accordingly
offers Mr. Marshall this complete and sincere public apology. (Passed unanimously
October 27, 1998.)

Neil and I shook hands, the
apology was accepted and after an
exhilarating pause I read my
response to loud applause mingled
with some tears. Victorians, it
seemed, had not forgotten and they
saw this initiative by the Library
Board as a restitution of faith in
their city.

Some Final Observations
Media response was positive (for
the most part) and widespread. It
was a good story! The library press
in both Canada and the United
States was warm and generous, very
supportive. Many individuals (colleagues, ex-students, friends from
varying backgrounds) sent letters or
brief messages of support. I particularly cherish two (among many) who
took encouragement from the apology: It was "a sign there may be some
hope," (Berkeley, California): and
"there is hope for us yet in this bad
world: makes me proud of you and
the profession." (Bracebridge,
Ontario).

Addenda:
Dr. Robert Wallace died in
Victoria, April 1, 1999. He is remembered for his many contributions to
community life and leadership in
civic issues, including the Greater
Victoria Public Library.
Neil Williams. former Chair of
the Greater Victoria Librar y Board,
was honoured by the Canadian
Library Trustees Association (CLTA)
during the annual conference of the
Canadian Library Association (CLA)
on Saturday, June 19. The official
title of this special award is the
CLTA Award for Distinguished
Services as a Public Library Trustee.
Note should be made of Len
Scher's pioneer work in Canada's
Cold War history (the stories of individual victims) in his 1992 book and
1996 video, both titled The
UnCanadians. John Marshall
appears in the video, re: 1954.

ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER
November 1, 1999 / 9:15 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Toronto Public Library
North York Branch
2120 Yonge Street, Toronto
Registration: $25 per person
See Registration Form enclosed in this issue of Ex Libris News.
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How I Became A Librarian
By Stanley Beacock
When I took my first year at Queen's
University starting in September, 1939, 1
was 18 years old and the Second World
War had just begun. My subjects included Greek and Latin and I was destined
for the ministry in the United Church. In
the summer of 1940 I took services at
the United Church in Singhampton.
When I went back to University I was in
the Canadian Officers Training Corps
(COTC) for the next two years. In 1941 I
had a United Church charge some 40
miles east of Grand Prairie, Alberta in a
small community called Debolt.
I enlisted in 1942 and I was called
up for active service in July, reporting to
the officers' training centre in Brockville.
Three months later I was in Petawawa
for training as an artillery officer and on
January 1, 1943 found myself in New
York on a ship called the Rangitata and
on my way to Bristol, England in a sixknot convoy. The crossing was very
stormy and a tanker next in line to us
was hit by a torpedo. Twenty-one days
later we landed at Bristol and were
immediately transported to Aldershot. Ir.
July I landed at Philippeville, North
Africa, as a reinforcement officer in the
artillery and a short time later was posted to Sicily. From there we marched on
through the boot of Italy, northward as
far as Rimini, which we left in March
1945 when the Canadians were moved
from the British Eighth Army to Holland
to become part of the Canadian Army.
My army career ended in Groningen,
Holland while I was serving as the director of a school for Canadians waiting to
go home. I left in December 1945 and
landed in New York in January, 1946
after a six-day crossing on the Queen
Elizabeth I.
During my experiences in Italy I
somehow lost my interest in the church
as my vocation. It was while I was in
hospital with an undiagnosed fever in
either Brindisi or Bari that I found
myself in a bed next to Bill Graff. As we
talked he learned that my future after
the war was very uncertain and he sug-

gested I write to Angus Mowat about the
possibility of library work. Bill had
taken the University of Toronto Library
Course before he enlisted and made the
whole prospect sound interesting. The
only alternative at the time seemed to be
a teacher, and that didn't appeal to me.
Angus suggested that I write to Dick
Crouch in London and Dick suggested I
get in touch with him as soon as I
arrived home to see about a short-term
appointment as a trial. After demobilization I started work in March 1946 at
London Public Library as a clerk in the
circulation department.
I learned what being a librarian was
all about, not only from Dick but also
from Betty Spicer, Eleanore Donnelly,
Gladys Abbott, Eleanore Shaw and many
others. It was a great introduction to the
world of librarianship. Next came Library
School at the University of Toronto in
September with Miss Barnstead, Miss
Bassam and Miss Silverthorn. Angus
Mowat also gave a course in public
libraries. My wife and I (I married Nadine
a few days before school opened) rented
a one-bedroom apartment on Avenue
Road within walking distance of the
school. Rent was $45 a month. My
tuition was paid by Veterans' Affairs and
the $90 a month I received kept body
and soul together. There we met with
many of the students, including Mac
Coleman, Frances Morrison, Alma
Webster, Ruth (Rochester) Konrad, Pam
Hardistry, Donald Watt and others. All
became friends to this day although our
careers scattered us across Canada.
I did my two-week practice work at
the Hamilton Public Library with Chief
Librarian Freda Waldon. It proved a bit
difficult because there were no men's staff
washrooms) As I was getting closer to
graduation and was beginning job hunting, I asked about the possibility of doing
a Ph.D. in the U.S. - an advanced degree
in Librarianship was not available in
Canada. Both Miss Bassam and Miss
Barnstead warned me against the idea
since it wasn't necessar y for a job in
Canada. The fact that Veterans' Affairs
might have paid me for another two or

three years of education was not considered.
I applied for jobs in a number of
public libraries and was offered jobs in
London, Windsor, a school board in
Simcoe, Ontario and the Lambton
County Library Cooperative. The job offer
from Lambton was the best with respect
to salary, which was $2,000 annually.
Dick Crouch from London was very
apologetic that he could offer me only
$1,800 but that was $100 more than
that offered by Anne Hume in Windsor.
Miss Hume's offer came in a handwritten
letter. At that time, job offers were considered personal and came directly from
the Chief Librarian.
In 1947 the Lambton County Library
Cooperative (LCLC) was housed in the
basement of the Sarnia Public Library and
the Chief Librarian, Dorothy Carlisle, was
responsible for service both in Sarnia and
the County. As the new Chief Librarian of
LCLC, my first job was to move it to a central location in the County and the Board
had chosen the village of Wyoming. Books
and files were boxed and moved to the
second floor of the Wyoming Elementary
School in the summer of 1947. Beth
Sproule was hired to assist and the summer was spent in getting the library organized for the fall book exchange to the
small independent libraries in the County
and to the schools that participated in the
services. Of course I needed transportation
but cars were in short supply. That year
we bought a second-hand 1942 Dodge for
$1,200.
In June 1949, I left Lambton County
Library Cooperative for four years at
Kenton, Ohio. I spent a total of 12 years
in Ohio at various locations before
returning to Canada and the rest of my
career in 1961.
Editor's Note: The Ex Libris News
committee would like to make How I
Became A Librarian a regular feature. If
you would like contribute your story for
publication in this space, please contact
Editor Lori Knowles, 170 Glenvale Blvd.,
Toronto, ON M4G 2W3. TeL• 416-4234085. Fax: 416-423-4884. E-mail:
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Reel of Honour
lkriowles@interlog.com

By W. Kaye Lamb
Reprinted with permission from the
National Library News, October 1998
More than 50 years ago Dr. W. Kaye
Lamb was appointed Dominion Archivist
with the special assignment of preparing the way for the establishment of a
National Library in Ottawa."
If the National Library ever designed
a plaque or a coat of arms to commemorate its founding, the design should
include a small reel of microfilm.
The Canadian Library Association
was founded in 1947 and its 1948
annual meeting, at which I became
President, was held in Ottawa in June
1948. In its first year, Elizabeth Morton,
CLA's ever-active and enterprising
Executive Secretary, had looked for an
activity that would have both long-term
value and current interest. She hit upon
the microfilming of early Canadian
newspapers as such a project and,
amongst other titles, centered on the
papers published by William Lyon
Mackenzie, the grandfather of Prime
Minister Mackenzie King. With help
from an American foundation, Elizabeth
acquired a suitable microfilm camera,
which was housed in the basement of
the old Public Archives building on
Sussex Drive. Scattered files or early
newspapers were soon reaching the CLA
project from many institutions, which
realized the value of having the fragments brought together to form as nearly a complete a file as possible and preserved in a form which could be used
frequently without damage or risk to the
originals.
Elizabeth's ambition for this project
extended further, as she hoped to
arrange to present a copy of the film to
Prime Minister King and, in that way,
spark his interest in the developments
of a National Library.
Such a presentation took place in
June 1948. The CLA delegation consisted of Elizabeth Morton, Elizabeth Dafore
and myself. A very clever craftsman in
the bindery of the Archives had made a

beautiful leather case for the film of the
Colonial Advocate. The idea of microfilming was new to Mr. King. He became
more and more interested and enthusiastic as I explained its possibilities of
bringing scattered materials together
and copying documents that had, hitherto, been reproduced in handwritten
transcripts for the Public Archives. The
superiority of photographic facsimiles
was obvious, and the more we talked
about it, the more enthusiastic Mr. King
became.
I was only dimly aware at the time
that the position of Dominion Archivist
would soon become vacant with the
retirement of Gustave Lanctot. During
the meeting, Jack Pickersgill, head of
the Prime Minister's personal staff, had
been lurking in the background. Years
later, he recorded Mr. King's reaction to
the interview: As soon as the delegation
left the office, Mackenzie King turned to
me and said: That man should become
head of the Archives right away. Find
out more about him."'
In September 1948, Mr. King asked
me to return to Ottawa to discuss a
possible appointment as Dominion
Archivist. Although I had been an
archivist for six years in Victoria, I was,
by then, primarily a librarian, and I
made the proviso that I would expect
any appointment as Dominion Archivist
to have some link to the development of
a National Library for Canada. Mr. King
agreed and, in October, I was again in
Ottawa, this time to review the departmental estimates for 1949-50. It was too

late to make any substantial changes,
then, but in the following year, the
1950-51 estimates provided for the
establishment of a Bibliographic Centre
within the structure of the Archives,
thus forming the nucleus of a National
Library.
This enabled me to bring Dr. Jean
Lunn to Ottawa from the Fraser
Institute in Montreal and Martha
Shepard from the senior reference staff
of the Toronto Public Library. Dr. Lunn
took charge of cataloguing. She was
soon busy preparing the way for the
publication of Canadiana, a monthly
listing of new Canadian publications.
Miss Shepard was responsible for reference work and also for planning the
compilation of a national union catalogue for Canada. Both these projects
came to depend more and more on
microfilming as an invaluable tool, and,
by the end of 1950, a National Library
was beginning to be visible on the horizon.
From those early beginnings, both
principal functions of national bibliography and Canadian union catalogue
grew, and, in 1953, the first National
Library Act came into force. At last,
Canada had its National Library.
This ancestry is what prompts me
to suggest that any plaque or coat of
arms commemorating the founding of
the National Library should have a little
piece of microfilm tucked somewhere
into its design.

BACK ISSUES OF Ex LIBRIS NEWS
The Board of the Ex Libris Association has authorized
the sale of back issues of its newsletter, Ex Libris News. Single issues
are available at a cost of $2.00 per copy ; a complete set of back issues
from Number 1 to 25 is available for S20.00.
Write Ex Libris Association, c/o Dean's Office,
Faculty of Information Studies, University of Toronto
Toronto, ON M5S 3G6

7

Librarians and Archives
By Mary F. Williamson
Some time ago I wrote a letter
applauding the initiative of the Ex
Libris Association to take on the
Personal and Institutional Archives
Project, and as a result have been
invited to expound on my enthusiasm
for it.
I will say outright that I think we
need to broadcast the message to
active librarians even more than to
retirees who may have already discarded their papers or passed them on to
an institution. As librarians we should
put a value on archives generally, on
our institutional and personal papers,
and on our research. In my opinion,
the library profession sorely needs the
perspective that archives-consciousness can provide. Thus equipped, as
practitioners we can offer better services to our users and create more
meaningful professional lives for ourselves.
Librarians almost instinctively
value printed or electronic resources
over archival materials. Academic
librarians often have difficulty guiding
students to the archives or manuscript
collections that might help in the writing of an essay. If they don't do
research themselves -- and many, of
course, don't -- typically they find it
difficult to imagine how an undergraduate could cope with materials that
baffle them. Faculty members who
themselves have never worked in
archives used to warn me that archival
materials were too complex for undergraduates to understand. And yet, in
our Archives at York University we see
how easily some faculty members can
ignite a class of undergraduates with
his or her own enthusiasm for working
with manuscripts, and grappling with
topics that have never been researched

before. Such an experience provides
the students with unparalleled insights
into the pleasures of real research versus rehashing familiar topics tackled
by generations of bored undergraduates. Reference librarians too would

benefit from being infused with that
working-in-archives excitement. For
one, they might begin to appreciate the
future research value of their own
papers and professional records.
What interest might there be in
librarians' archives, or library-related
archival records? Librarians, alas,
seem to be the first skeptics on the
subject. In my own long career, most of
my colleagues were content to own a
single filing cabinet, and when a project was over, or the year was done, out
went all the paper. It is a principal of
archival science that you try to avoid
duplication, but all along I was aware
that you couldn't count on the committee chair or the department head to
save the correspondence and reports
that consumed many working hours.
Thus over the years I kept almost
everything, regardless of whether it was
related to my responsibilities in the
libraries, or to my professional association and union work, or to my research
and publications.
In the 1970s when there were
opportunities to better the status of
academic librarians, I was very conscious that all those surveys and meetings, the endless negotiations and formal requests, and then the hurdles
overcome and at last the triumphs,
might one day be the subject of study
and reflection, for which the archival
record would be invaluable. In some
instances the record was needed earlier
than I could have imagined, for example when agreements made in the
1970s between librarians and the university administration were questioned
almost 20 years later. While I cannot
begin to claim that my professional
papers which I deposited over many
years in the York University Archives
have attracted research attention, they
are at least there -- calendared and
catalogued -- for future research purposes which perhaps cannot be anticipated today.
Theoretically the institutional
archival record has the capability of
reminding librarians about past experi-

ences, and preventing duplication of
effort. How many committees were
struck, studies carried out, and recommendations forwarded, only to have the
whole exercise repeated 10 or 15 years
later with a different cast of characters.
Over the years I observed this in my
library: it seems that few of the earlier
recommendations were followed up,
and the problems -- amazingly! -- persisted. Libraries are notorious bureaucracies, and while individuals among
the lower ranks of staff may retain
strong institutional memories, they are
usually not encouraged to either
remind management, or point to the
record, if new managers are set on a
particular course. Far too often "it's
d^j^ vu all over again," as though staff
time required to work on these projects
were insignificant. At least if the
record is intact, and accessible, the
opportunity exists to make use of it.
Back in the '70s when as academic
librarians we were seeking faculty status, one of the research possibilities
regularly presented to us was research
into libraries and librarianship. We
were told that it was mostly being carried out by social scientists rather than
by librarians, and as the experts, it
was about time that we did our own
research, Much of that has changed,
and individual librarians have become
more involved in researching their own
situations or are examining documents
in institutional archives, although
many of the "nine to five-ers" among us
are still not convinced that such
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research is needed.

And then there are librarians personal papers. When the early
faculty/librarian union contracts were
being negotiated at York and other
Canadian universities, and terms and
conditions of employment were being
hammered out, encouragement of
research by librarians together with
financial support, sabbatical leaves and
research time-off were vital considerations in the quest for academic status.
At first, the York University administration, for example, resisted the idea that

t
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ELA Committee Members
librarians might carry out research not
related to their work responsibilities.
But the librarians at York and elsewhere did gain the right to carry out
research in any areas that could be
considered legitimate in the university
setting, and the results, most often in
the form of scholarly bibliographies,
indexes and manuals have been of general benefit.
As a response to management
doubts during union negotiations at
York 25 years ago I compiled a list of
books authored or edited by Toronto
librarians, and even then the list was
impressive -- at least the university
negotiators were amazed! Today that
list, if somebody would care to compile
one, would be many times longer. And
the archives fallout that much more
substantial. The papers that the librarian-researchers accumulate in the
course of their work -- the surveys, correspondence, drafts, materials not used
in the final publication and new materials that could be incorporated into an
update -- all these are potentially valuable to somebody and should be
archived. Even when extensive
research has been carried out but publication could not be achieved, the
research materials, when usefully organized, are potentially a time-saving
resource for someone else.
If this sounds like a call to arms -it is! There are many of you out there
giving house space to a myriad of
materials that relate to your professional/research careers. Take a look,
and try to imagine how someone who is
perhaps coming from an entirely different perspective would find this valuable.
Mary F. Williamson
Retired, Fine Arts Bibliographer, York
University Libraries;
Adjunct Faculty, Graduate Department
of Art History, York University.
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Kaarina and the Sugar Bag Vest; A Finnish
Canadian Children's Book in its Context
By Irma McDonough Milnes
The story begins like this:
I am Mother's first-born child.
She named me Kaarina after her
favourite sister. It's a Finnish name.
This is a classic beginning for a
folk tale, but this simple story is told
by an eight-year-old girl. It is, however, a story about poor people, universally celebrated in the folk tale,
who lived in Canada during the
Great Depression. And this is how
Kaarina lived among them and
found her place in that world.
I, Irma, was born in Canada into
an immigrant family of three generations. We were a loving, hugging,
family who enjoyed being together in
a sequestered Finnish community,
quite big enough to fill our social
needs - even in the Great
Depression.
Of course, I went to public
school, but not until I was seven. It
was a relatively easy transition, I
think, because I lived happily in my
immediate surroundings. I always
had a strong support system at
home which included the whole
Finnish community. We all knew one
another and the children felt comfortable with the adults, no matter
whose parents they were, and the
adults felt responsible for all the
children. I don't remember being
confused by the language dichotomy
of English at school and Finnish at
home; I knew the difference and all
the inherent ramifications and
allowed for them. I learned Finnish
at the Finnish Hall: I learned
English at school. Home was home;
school was school.
Finally though, the greater soci-

ety influenced us much more, so
much so that Mother insisted that
my brother and I talked Finnish at
home all day every Saturday. Mother
did not answer if we did not do so. It
was not a hardship for us, but a
conscious way to preserve the language.
Mother was an actress, singer
and writer, just as my grandmother
was before her. They both performed
on the Finnish stage and in the
Finnish press. So they wanted us all
to enjoy Finnish plays and songs
and stories. But the dominant society encroached on our lives and my
parents wanted their children to
derive the best of it as well. So we
excelled in school, and I spoke
English better than most of the
kieliset kakarat (English kids)
because I vowed very early that I
would not be only an immigrant's
daughter, but a true Canadian as
well. Thus, we lived a double life,
taking all that was on offer from
both cultures. What an embarrassment of riches.
That is what I wanted to portray
in Kaarina: what it was like to be an
eight-year-old girl living in a Finnish
immigrant enclave within a social
environment that neither understood
nor cared much about the immigrants at all, even if they contributed to the common wealth.
Assimilation was the expected
process, but only the immigrants
were responsible for adjusting,
adapting, integrating, for making
their own way, without much help
from the greater society. At that time
there was no social safety net to
make it easier for any Canadian,
never mind the newest ones. You

c an imagine the paranoid reactions
in immigrants who had no likeminded, sympathetic community to
join.
Since I was a little girl in the
1930s in Northern Ontario, I
thought Kaarina's story should be
set then and there. The Depression
was a grand leveler; we poor people
were all in it together, the Finns
among the other immigrants. the
Native people, the English and
French Canadians. And that's what I
tried to portray.
Kaarina and her brother grew up
doing the things that most children
do, especially, however, enjoying the
advantage of a mutually caring community around them. The sauna,
the co-op store, the hall with its
plays and choirs and folk dancing,
the gymnastics, the skiing, the field
sports were all part of their Finnish
side they accepted as a natural part
of their lives. They did not worry
about being immigrants' children;
they just thrived as children do in a
sympathetic environment. As you
can tell, this interpretation defines
how the children themselves felt
about their place in the scheme of
things - unconcerned about nonessentials like the Depression.
Although Kaarina will always be
eight years old, I grew up and
became a professional librarian, and
ultimately the co-ordinator of children's public library service for
Ontario. I started a journal of
Canadian children's literature called
Review in 1967 that reviewed the
whole Canadian publishing output
over the next 17 years. You could
say that I was an expert in the field,
with some authority, and I had the
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opportunity to use my expertise, so I
did.
How?
Because many of us, my peers
and colleagues and I, felt that it was
time in our second hundred years as
a nation to develop a national literature of real significance, we started
The Canadian Children's Book
Centre in 1976. It is still a viable
organization in a beautiful old
Toronto house at 35 Spadina Road
that promotes Canadian childrenis
literature of real significance.
Programs include a children's book
week in November. a comprehensive
reference collection, participation at
conferences, book fairs and meetings
of all kinds around the world concerned with books for children.
In November 1970, Ryerson
Press, one of our oldest publishing
companies, had been taken over by
McGraw-Hill. a wholly-owned
American subsidiary. This event
alerted Canadians to the possibility
of the complete capitulation of
Canadian publishing into American
trans-national hands. Suddenly,
Canadians of all sensibilities quickly
rallied to conserve a national publishing industry. Without our own
books we would lose the power even
to write about the lack of a
Canadian identity. We would lose
the power that the written work has
for us and for those who wanted to
know Canada through our books.
As a result, The Canada Council
started giving grants not only to
publishers, authors and illustrators,
but to the Book and Periodical
Development Council, and the
Canadian Children's Book Centre, so
that these and other strong partisan
associations were able to function.
We won the battle to publish our
own, and certainly Canadian publishing has flourished. Our authors
have gained world-wide attention,
and they need no longer leave

Canada to win renown in their own
country.
For some time I, as a true
Canadian, was totally involved in the
struggle to establish a solid base for
publication of our own books, to
make sure that Canada would develop a national literature of significance. There was not time to write
my own books, but even if there had
been, I'm not sure I would have
found a publisher. So few books by
hyphenated Canadians were published at all, and certainly not for
children.
You may well ask what relevance
this struggle to empower Canadians
to publish their own books has in
the publication of one little children's book. Everything has a history, and Annick Press, Kaarina's publisher, was one small company
established in 1974 during the burgeoning of the Canadian publishing
industry.
The Press started with a LIP
grant to become our foremost publisher of children's books. The Press
fortunately takes chances on nonmainstream stories like Kaarina.
And they have based their publishing program firmly on humanist
principles. They insist that their
books must reflect the better side of
human beings, what they are-.really
like underneath, so that children
can see that expressions of violence
and competition, acquisitiveness and
individualism are not necessary
components of good, exciting books.
They insist that books about cooperation and love and goodness need
not be Pollyanna-ish to be fun to
read. I'm sure that this policy to
publish on humanist principles is
the reason for the popularity of
Annick books here and abroad.
Annick's principles are my principles
and Kaarina's family's principles.
And when you read Kaarina you will
see that this is so.

When I decided to write Kaarina,
I was aware of only one children's
story about Finnish-Canadians written and published in Canada. Lyn
Cook wrote The Bells of Finland
Street in 1950. It is a sympathetic
story about a young girl who welcomes her grandfather on a visit to
Canada from Finland. Lyn Cook was
an Anglo-Canadian librarian at the
Sudbury Public Library so she knew
Finnish children and their families,
since Sudbury has a large FinnishCanadian community. But I also
know that the ring of truth issues
from an intimate knowledge, and I
thought I might transmit what I
know and feel about Finnish immigrant life from a first-hand perspective. It is however, my perspective,
and it cannot be 'Every Finn's' perspective.
It is difficult for me to evaluate
my own work, since the book came
into being from my heart. So I was
very happy to read reviews of
Kaarina that responded to my best
intentions. One concludes: "This is a
beautiful story. There is a warmth, a
tenderness and a delightful humour
which would appeal to all children."
Kaarina and the Sugar Bag Vest
is published by Annick Press, 1994.
79 pages. ISBN 1-55037-356-0.
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13th Annual Meeting Minutes of the Meeting
Minutes of the 13th Annual Meeting,
November 2, 1998, held at the North
York Central Library
Present: 44 members including
Board members M. Beckman (Vice
President), M. Cockshutt, K.
Crouch, P. de Ronde, P. Fysh, N.
Hall, C. Israel, F. Israel, E. Ketchum,
B. Land (President), A. Schabas
(Treasurer), E. Schultz (Past
President), J. Weihs (Secretary), N.
Williamson, and 4 non-members.
1. Adoption of the agenda
Moved by A. Bowron, seconded by H.
Schulte-Albert, that the agenda previously circulated be adopted. Carried.
2. Minutes of the November 3, 1997
annual meeting.
Moved by L. Fowlie, seconded by J.
Orpwood, that the Minutes of the
November 3, 1997 meeting be
approved. Carried.
3. President's Report
(Vice-President, M. Beckman took
the chair while the President presented his report)
(a) B. Land thanked E. Ketchum and
the members of the Newsletter
Committee for the latest issue of Ex
Libris News, the best issue yet.
(b) He reported that S. Beacock has
offered to prepare a paper in conjunction with Stephen Cummings
describing the early projects of ELA,
such as the oral history and county
library projects.
(c) There has been no national or
provincial thrust to identify where

library-related archives are held.
The initiative of the Personal and
Institutional Archives Committee is
outlined in the recent issue of Ex
Libris News.
(d) The Ontario Library Association
has one again given ELA space in
the exhibit area at their Super
Conference. Last year the ELA table
was largely overlooked by attendees
due, in part, to the small ELA sign.
This situation will be rectified this
year by a large banner now on display at this meeting.
(e) Five of the seven Canadian graduate-library schools have accepted
ELA's offer of copies of The Morton
Years for their graduating students.
(f) ELA is indebted to J. Wilkinson
who initiated and has maintained
statements of responsibility for officers of the Board and for Board
committees.
(g)B. Land thanked the retiring
Board members, E. Schultz, the Past
President, J. Ball, M. Cockshutt, E.
Ketchum, and P. Fysh for their work
on Board committees. He offered a
special thanks to J. Weihs, the
Recording and Correspondence
Secretary, for her help during his
term of office.
Moved by B. Land, seconded by J.
Sowby, that the report be accepted.
Carried.
Treasurer's Report.
(a) A. Schabas presented a financial
report for November 1, 1997 to
October 31,1998.
(b)The treasurer noted that the
report does not reflect the whole

financial picture because an invoice
has not yet been received for the
printing of the latest issue of Ex
Libris News and only the fees paid
for the Get-Together before October
31 are included in revenue. The
Annual Get-Together is a break-even
event.
(c)This is the first time a financial
report has not included a major project because the project now underway does not yet have costs. Money
is available to cover the anticipated
costs.
(d) In answer to a question about
investments, A. Schabas stated that
all life memberships have been
invested in GICs.
Moved by A Schabas, seconded by J.
Weihs, that this report be adopted.
Carried,
5. Membership Secretary's Report
(a) A. Schabas, interim Membership
Secretary, reported that there are
173 regular members, 22 life members and 3 institutional members.
(b) She believes that the institutional
memberships have declined because
many libraries are cutting their journal subscriptions. The Ontario
Library Association has indicated
that OLA will join. A. Bowron suggested stimulating institutional
membership by sending copies of Ex
Libris News.
(c) Betty Henderson and Leonard
Wertheimer, members of long standing, died during 1998.
Moved by A. Schabas, seconded by
M. Cockshutt, that this report be
adopted. Carried.
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6. Recruitment Committee Report
(a) M. Cockshutt stated that the
Board had changed the name of the
committee, previously called the
Membership Committee.
(b) While M. Cockshutt has written
recruitment letters to individuals,
nothing has been done to recruit
institutional members. She suggested that the Board consider this at
their next y ear's meetings.
(c) The most effective method of
recruitment is by a one-to-one
approach. Members were asked to
send the names and addresses of
prospective members to the
Recruitment Committee.
(d) L. Fowlie suggested that extra
copies of Ex Libris News at the
Ontario Library Association and
Canadian Library Association conferences might attract potential
members.
(e) J. Sowby noted that in past years
recruitment letters have been sent to
libraries. She suggested that it
might be more effective to send letters to staff associations to be posted on staff bulletin boards.
Moved by M. Cockshutt, seconded by
A. Schabas, that this report be adopted. Carried.
7. Newsletter Committee Report
(a) E. Ketchum thanked all those
who have contributed in the past
year to the production of Ex Libris
News: Committee members N. Hall
and P. Fysh, the Ontario Library
Association, B. Land, and the editor
Wendy Scott.
(b) Wendy Scott, the editor for the
last several years, has resigned this
position.
(c) In answer to a question about the
contribution of reminiscences, B.
Land stated that personal experiences are welcomed and ELA should

invite such contributions.
(d) J. Wilkinson asked whether Ex
Libris News had ever been indexed.
S. Beacock stated that he had the
early issues of the News on his computer files. There was a consensus
that an index should be done.
(e) It was agreed that the publication
of gems culled from the ELA
archives are much appreciated.
(f)A. Bowron objected to the computerized version of the ELA logo on
the last issue of the News. This will
be discussed with OLA.
Moved by E. Ketchum, seconded by
P. Fysh, that the report be accepted.
Carried.
Archivist's Report
N. Williamson stated that she is
grateful for the assistance of J.
Weihs in sorting through the ELA
archives.
An inventory of the archives revealed
more than 150 files contained in six
drawers in two filing cabinets. This
has given an overview of the content.
The next steps will be a filing plan, a
full content analysis, and a decision
about the disposition of the county
libraries and the oral history projects previously undertaken by ELA.
Because of the Toronto Publie
Library's restructuring, the continued location of the ELA archives in
TPL's Front Street building is uncertain.
J. Sowby offered to send N.
Williamson the papers she accumulated while a member of the ELA
Board.
Moved by N. Williamson, seconded
by A. Bowron, that this report be
accepted. Carried.
9. Personal and Institutional Archives
Committee Report

(a) N. Williamson noted the article
about the Committeeis work in the
last issue of Ex Libris News
describes the project now underway.
(b) K. Crouch has drafted a document that will inform people and
institutions about the project. He is
also developing a list of contacts to
which the letter will be sent.
(c)There are pictures in the archives
with no names. N. Williamson
hopes that ELA members will be
able to identify places and people.
(d) Eventually, ELA hopes to publish
a list of holdings.
(e) H. Campbell suggested that ELA
alert the public library boards now
being amalgamated about the
preservation of their archives and
current records
Moved by J. Orpwood, seconded by
E. Ketchum, that the report be adopted. Carried.
OLA Liaison Representative's Report
P. de Ronde expressed her appreciation to Larry Moore, OLA Executive
Director, and Jefferson Gilbert, OLA
Deputy Executive Director, for their
cooperation and assistance. She
also thanked A. Bailey, E. Ketchum,
C. Israel, F. Israel, and J. Weihs for
volunteering to promote ELA at the
OLA 1998 Super Conference
exhibits.
P. De Ronde announced that the
banner was half the anticipated
cost. It will be used next at the OLA
Super Conference to be held on
January 21-23, 1999.
Moved by P. de Ronde, seconded by
J. Munro, that this report be accepted. Carried.
11. Nominating Committee Report
(a) E. Schultz presented the new
slate of officers.
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Executive: President - Margaret
Beckman; Vice President/President
Elect - Ann Schabas -; Recording
and Correspondence Secretary Jean Weihs; Treasurer - Fred Israel;
Membership Secretary - Callie Israel;
Past President - Brian Land

(d) Margaret Beckman, incoming
President, thanked Brian Land for
his year as President.
13. The meeting was adjourned at
1:09 P.M.

Continuing Board Members: Keith
Crouch, Paula de Ronde, Nancy
Hall, Nancy Williamson
New Board Members: Lucille
Galloway, Carole Lindsay, Lynn
Matthews, Roger Smith
Retiring Board Members: John Ball,
Margaret Cockshutt, Patricia Fysh,
Elizabeth Ketchum, Erich Schultz
(b) There being no further nominations from the floor, Erich Schultz
moved, seconded by Margaret
Cockshutt, the adoption of the
report. Carried.
12. Other business

S. Beacock has an index to the
Ontario Library Review in a card file
and put into Inmagic format. He
has never found anyone who would
finish the index. He also has tapes
of speeches and recollections of people in London and he does not know
what to do with them. The
President suggested that he discuss
the matter with the ELA archivist,
Nancy Williamson.
Stan Beacock reported that the ELA
county libraries project had never
been finished.
Brian Land thanked the speakers for
their contributions to the meeting,
the Toronto Public Library, Northern
Division, for their accommodations,
and the Board members for their
work during the past year.

Advertisements
Ex Libris News accepts
advertisements under the
following conditions:
content consistent with
Association purposes and
constitution
copy submitted to editor in
print-ready black and white
format
copy reviewed by Newsletter
Committee before
publication
space available and
assignable throughout News
except for front page
space rates: $10.00/
column/ 1/6 page
invoices submitted after
publication and payable on
receipt
deadlines: spring issue
March 15/fall issue
September 1
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In Memoriam Essays
Ronald Frederick Yeo 1923-1999
By John Dutton
An unexpected call coming as it
did on a pleasant spring afternoon
confirmed once again the passage of
ti me and our own mortality . Such was
my experience when Joanne Yeo
phoned to tell me of the passing of
her father and my friend of 45 years.
Ron passed away quietly on May
23 surrounded by the family he loved
so much. His life had been a full one.
Born in Southern Ontario in 1923, he
was of that generation that answered
the call of World War II in which he
served in the Canadian Army from
1942-1945. As with many of his
peers. Ron attended the University of
Toronto after his discharge, where he
received his B.A. degree. He then
embarked on the first of his two
major careers in the world of books.
At the time, American news was one
of the major magazine and book distributors in Canada and it was with
that company that Ron began his
career and apprenticeship in the complex world of books and magazines.
Later he joined British Book Service,
a company formed after the war to
market United Kingdom publications
in Canada. His job was to travel
Canada coast to coast selling to book
stores and public libraries a vast
array of new books. Each spring and
fall Ron would arrive with his catalogue, which in itself was a small
book, a few well selected samples
from this mind-boggling list, and of
course, with news for the book world
from across the country. His visit to
me twice yearly in Lethbridge was
eagerly anticipated.
Later Ron joined the Macmillan
Company of New York as part of a
three-person management team of the
Canadian office. Moving from a
British to an American firm was a
major cultural shift which Ron faced

with his usual enthusiasm and energy.
However, by the early 1960s, Ron
was beginning to question his career,
and so he spent long hours discussing with friends and colleagues
the idea of becoming a librarian, a
decision he finally made in 1964.
Upon graduating, Ron assumed the
position of Head of Public Services at
North York Public Library where his
knowledge of the business world and
his talent in personnel administration
were greatly valued.
In 1971 Marjorie Dunlop, Chief
Librarian of the Regina Public Library,
and the Board of that library were
involved in succession planning. Ron
was appointed Deputy Chief that year
and the Yeo family relocated to that
city with which they were to become
so closely and intimately associated.
In less than a year, Ron was appointed Chief on the retirement of Miss
Dunlop. It was in this capacity of
Chief Librarian in Regina that Ron
exercised his many talents of leadership and foresightedness in his profession, which would bring him recognition throughout Canada.
The Regina Library under Ron's
leadership expanded in physical size
and in breadth of service in such
areas as literacy, job sharing and
technology to name but three-areas of
achievement.
It was also in the area of provincial and national library affairs that
Ron exercised his many talents. He
was a vigorous advocate of library
cooperation with Saskatchewan and
worked with the province, the regions
and his urban colleagues to improve
service throughout the province.
Nationally he was Chairman of a team
of colleagues that undertook the
study of public libraries in Canada
and which published the report entitled Project Progress. He assumed
more responsibility in the work of the
Canadian Library Association which

culminated in his being elected
President of the organization. He was
appointed to the National Library
Advisory Council to which he added a
powerful and knowledgeable voice of
the public library within the context
of the policies of the National Library.
His contributions to his profession were acknowledged both provincially and nationally by those organizations which he had served so well
and their highest awards were
bestowed on him. In 1990 the
University of Regina conferred upon
Ron the degree of Doctors of Laws,
honours causa. for his contribution
to public libraries.
These achievements represent
many but not all of the measures of
Ron's life. There are the memories of
countless breakfasts and dinners
from St. John's to Victoria: the unexpected phone calls and the personal
visits of support on special occasions
in which his compassion, interest and
affection were expressed in countless
ways. His love of his family, his commitment to his Church and his community through his work with
Kiwanis and the Canadian Diabetes
Fund describes the stature of the
man. We know that Margaret, Joanne.
Peter and his three grandchildren will
miss him greatly and so will those of
us who were privilege to call him
"Friend."
William Ernest Henley's poem
aptly reflects Ron's life and his death
in these words:
So be my passing!
My task accomplish'd and
the long day done,
My wages taken, and in my
heart
Some late lark singing,
Let me be gather'd to the quiet west.
The sundown splendid and serene.
Death.
Author John Du tton worked with the
Calgary Public Library at the time of his
retirement.
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E. Leslie Fowlie 1928-1999
By Paula de Ronde

E. Les Fowlie died quietly and
peacefully on Saturday May 8, 1999.
He also lived peacefully if not altogether quietly.
Les did his undergraduate degree
at Queen's University and graduate
work in Library Science at the university of Toronto. After a variety of postings, Les arrived at Toronto Public
Library (TPL) to take up the position
of Chief Librarian. He came in 1978
with a mandate from the Board to
bring about "change," a rather difficult assignment. For 15 years Les was
my Chief Librarian. During that time
we became not friends but trusted
colleagues.
As I read Les' obituary I kept saying to myself, "I didn't know that!" I
was to find out as I spoke with other
Toronto Public Library staff and
friends and library colleagues that we
all had that same response. We knew
about his library work in Canada, but
nothing of his teaching in Germany
nor his employment by The
Architects' Collaborative in Boston.
Those of us who gathered at The
Lillian H. Smith branch of TPL to pay
our last respects also heard about the
private Les in the heartfelt tributes
given by his brother Gerald and his
partner Raul. It was not a very large
crowd, gut it was a crowd that spoke
to the quality of Les' character. I was
happy to see my friend Bill Manson,
who had driven all the way from near
Boston. Nearby mourners marveled a
such devotion and Bill simply said, "I
respected Les. He was always fair in
his dealings with me. When I heard
this memorial was planned I couldn't
not come."
That is one of the words I associate with Les: fair. He was balanced
and fair in his dealings. There were
times when I did not agree with Les
but a quarrel was impossible because

when you examined his decision, you
realized it was based on what he
thought was fair and balanced. Best
of all, he took the time to tell you his
reasonings and listen to your arguments, and if warranted, he incorporated your opinion. It was how he
dealt with everyone. I would say we
were just about even in outcomes
when he retired. We enjoyed our talks
because in the end we had the same
goal - that which was best for the TPL
community and for the profession. It
was that respect for our profession
which fueled our respect for each
other.
Les had a bull-dog determination
when he knew in his heart that what
he was doing was right. That was
illustrated in his work for Intellectual
Freedom, a fight he took up and
waged until his death. No one was
more deserving of the Ontario Library
Association and the Canadian Library
Association Intellectual Freedom
awards than Les. Les would not close
TPL for ice storms, brimstone or hell
fire, but he closed if for an afternoon
so we could have a rally at University
of Toronto to protest the government's
Pornography Bill 164. Les knew he
was right to do all in his power to
ensure the freedom to read for all
Canadians. He was not quiet about
this issue.
Les was the "Cheap Librarian," a
sobriquet of which he was very proud.
Les' sense of social justice made him
the perfect caretaker of the public
purse. At budget time, every penny
was turned over many times to
ensure it was spent, actually
stretched, to ensure the greatest good
for the greatest number. His unwritten motto was that "it came from the
public purse, it must go back to the
public." I remember discussing a
report which stated that of all publicly
supported institutions, public
libraries made their allotment go the
farthest. We all nodded sagely, then
burst into laughter as one colleague

said: 'The must have heard about
Les." For a "cheap librarian," Les was
also one of the most generous. He
was one person you could depend on
to donate to your worthy causes. He
was a giver.
Les was empathetic. In times of
crises he seemed to know the right
words to say to show he cared and
understood. He was a gentleman and
a gentle man. His kindness was not
overdone, just appropriate. And many
at his memorial tributes were recalling the times he gave words of comfort in times of sorrow and somehow
did the right thing.
Les was encouraging. I had not
finished taking a deep breath after
being at the helm of TPL's Centennial
celebrations when Les pushed me into
some extra work for OLA. It did not
have to be a hard push as, like Les, I
was always involved in association
work at various levels. Little did I
know though that this foray would get
me wedded to OLA 'til death do us
part! I spoke with Les when I decided
to run for president of OLA. I was
worried about time commitment and
the cost of going to various association meetings. Les said something
which I cherish still today. He said:
"You have been doing extra work all
along Paula, and you do TPL and our
profession proud with your personal
promotion of both. Do not worry
about going to conferences. Funding
you is like funding all of TPL. You
bring back so much that you share
with everyone."
Les retired in 1993. As usual he
left quietly. In 1995 I took an early
retirement and spoke with Les at my
retirement party. In my speech I told
everyone I was leaving the job but not
the profession. Les took note. Three
months later he sent me an Ex Libris
Association application form.
Rest in peace, Les.
Author Paula de Ronde was a librarian
at the Toronto Public Library at the
time of her retirement.

In Memoriam
Margaret McBeath passed away peacefully in an Ottawa hospital October 29, 1998. Margaret was a graduate of Queen's
University, Ontario Teachers College and the University of
Toronto Library School. During her career as a librarian and
teacher, she worked in both the Toronto Public Library and the
Public School system.
Bruce Baden Peel died on November 30, 1998 at the age of
82. Peel was Librarian to the University of Alberta from 1955
until his retirement in 1982. During his tenure, the
University's library became the second largest academic library
collection in Canada. It is estimated that during this time the
librar y added more than 2 million volumes, about 450,000 government documents, and 1.2 million microtexts to its holdings.
W. Kaye Lamb, contributor to this issue of ELN, and a wellknown contributor to library services in Canada passed away
in the summer of 1999. A full In Memoriam will appear in the
Spring issue of Ex Libris News.

Camille Cute has retired from the Graduate School of Library
and Information Studies at McGill University after 21 years of
service.

Francoise Hebert, former CLA President, has been appointed
Executive Director of the Neighbouring Rights Collective of
Canada, created in response to the introduction of neighbouring
rights in the 1997 revisions to the Copyright Act.
Sandy Cameron, CEO of the Pickering Public Library has been
hired to be the CEO at the Regina Public Library in
Saskatchewan. He began the new position in mid-August.

Anne Galler, president of the Canadian School Library
Association, was keynote speaker at the Catalan librarians conference in Barcelona, Spain in March, 1999. She spoke about school
libraries in the 21st century and her talk covered the role of the
school library, the role of the school librarian, and the School
Library Manifesto.
Jean (Northgrave) Weihs, 1953 graduate of the University of
Toronto's "Library School", visited three other graduates during a
trip to Western Canada, all of whom have retired. Elizabeth
(Kennedy) Robertson (1953) lives in Calgar y ; Joan (Henshaw)
Green (1953) lives in St. Albert, Alberta; and Shelagh (Swain)
Murray (1956) lives in Victoria.

Margaret Hendley, Librarian at the Dana Porter Library,
University of Waterloo is retiring in September.
Marianne Scott, National Librarian of Canada since 1984
announced her retirement this summer. She leaves the post
this autumn.
Helen Lee, Teacher-Librarian at the Woodroofe High School
retired at the end of the 1999 school year.

Ex LibrisNEWS
Norman Horrocks, editorial consultant with Scarecrow Press,
has been named Professor Emeritus in the School of Library
and Information Studies, Faculty of Management, Dalhousie
University.
Ian Wilson, the Archivist of Ontario, has left his position in
Toronto to become the new National Archivist in Ottawa.
Roch Carrier, former Director of the Canadian Council for the
Arts and an internationally renowned author was appointed as
the National Librarian of Canada. He will assume the position
sometime in the autumn of 1999.
Marianne Ridge, former CEO of the Sudbury Public Library
has accepted a position as the CEO of the Kitchigami Regional
Library in Minnesota.
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